《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes - John》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
In the beginning; of the creation. He who was with God in the beginning of all created things, is before all things, and has existed from eternity. Compare chap John 17:5; Colossians 1:17. 

The Word; a term applied by John to the second person of the Godhead in his eternal existence. Just as he is called "the Life" and "the Light," because he has in himself life and light, and imparts them to his creatures at his pleasure; so he is called "the Word," because in him "are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge," and by his word and Spirit he reveals them to men. See Revelation 19:13. 

With God; in holy union, fellowship, and communion. 

Was God; this is a direct assertion of his divine nature as existing from eternity. The Bible reveals that Jesus Christ is God, the maker of all things that ever were made. All who have the Bible are therefore bound to acknowledge him in this character, and to pay him divine honors. 

Verse 3
All things were made-not any thing made; all things in the widest sense. Compare Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2. And as God, he upholds all things which he has made. Hebrews 1:3. 

Verse 4
In him was life; he is the author and sustainer of all created natural and spiritual life. 

The life was the light of men; the Word is the light and life of men absolutely; since every kind of light and life comes from him. But here the apostle means more especially, that he who is the spiritual life is also the spiritual light of fallen men, "dead in trespasses and sins"; because it is by making them alive to God, that he enlightens them; so that the two gifts of life and light always come together. 

Verse 5
Shineth in darkness; sheds its rays among the spiritually ignorant, debased, and wretched. 

Comprehended it not; did not understand, and therefore rejected it. Compare chap John 8:19; John 16:3; Matthew 11:25-27; 1 Corinthians 2:8; 1 Corinthians 2:14. 

Verse 6
John; John the Baptist. Matthew 3:1. 

Verse 7
The Light; the Messiah. 

Through him might believe; through the testimony of John, might believe in Christ. 

Verse 8
He was not that Light; John was "a burning and a shining light," chap John 5:35; but he received all his brightness from the eternal Word, who alone is the true Light, because he has light in himself, and is the only source of light to men. 

Verse 9
Lighteth every man; the meaning is, that all true knowledge is from Christ. As Jesus Christ is the light of the world, all who reject him walk in spiritual darkness, while those who follow him have the light of life. God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, shines into their minds, and gives them the light of the knowledge of his glory in the face of Jesus Christ; and in his light they see correctly spiritual things. 2 Corinthians 4:6. 

Verse 10
In the world; as its Creator, Instructor, and Redeemer. 

Knew him not; did not apprehend his true character. 

Verse 11
His own; his own land Judea, and his own people the Jews. 

Received him not; they did not believe on him, but rejected and crucified him. 

Verse 12
Power; right, privilege. 

Sons of God; spiritual children, adopted into his family, and conformed to his image. 

Verse 13
Were born-of God; changed, by his Holy Spirit, from supreme love of self and sin to supreme love of God and holiness. No man inherits this holy character by nature, nor can it be given to him by man. It is the gift of God alone. The change in men called being "born again," by which they become children of God, is produced not by men, but by God, and to him will for ever be all the glory. 

Verse 14
Made flesh; took upon him human nature-because a man. Thus the apostle teaches, in the most direct terms, that "the man Christ Jesus" is also the Word that was with God before the world was. 

Beheld his glory; Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-10. 

Only begotten of the Father; possessed of his nature, and peculiarly the object of his infinite affection, dwelling in him, knowing him, and perfectly fitted to make him known. 

Grace and truth; favor to the guilty, knowledge of truth, and all needed good communicated to men. 

Verse 15
He was before me; because he existed from eternity with the Father. Compare chap John 8:58. 

Verse 16
All we; disciples of Christ. 

Grace for grace; the fuller grace of the gospel for the less grace of the law; or, as some understand the words, continually new and larger measures of grace-all needed variety and abundance of unmerited favors. Matthew 13:12. 

Verse 17
The law was given by Moses; a certain measure of grace accompanied the law of Moses, else no man could have been saved under it. Yet the proper office of the law itself was not grace, but rather restraint and conviction of sin. Romans 3:20; Galatians 3:19. 

Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ; all the grace that belonged to the dispensation of the law came through Christ, while the gospel which he revealed is itself grace and truth in full measure. 

Verse 18
Declared him; revealed him. The apostle here teaches that all the revelations men have received of God, whether under the law or the gospel, had Jesus Christ for their source. 

Verse 21
Elias; Elijah. Malachi 4:5; Matthew 11:14; Matthew 16:14; I am not; not in their sense-not Elijah in person, though he was Elijah in the sense in which Malachi had predicted him. 

That prophet; Jeremiah, or some distinguished prophet who they expected would appear. 

Verse 23
The voice; Matthew 3:3. 

Verse 26
With water; in distinction from the baptism of the Holy Ghost, which Christ shall bestow. See Matthew 3:11. 

Verse 28
Beyond Jordan; on the east side. 

Verse 29
Lamb of God; him who is to be offered as an atoning sacrifice for the sins of men. Exodus 12:3; Exodus 29:38-46; Isaiah 53:7; 1 Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter 1:18-21; Isaiah 53:4. 

Taketh away; expiates it and removes the penalty of it from man by bearing it in his own body on the tree. 1 Peter 2:22-25. 

Verse 31
I knew him not; see note to ver John 1:33. 

But that he should be made manifest; as much as to say, I knew not yet who this person was, but only that he was about to be manifested to Israel. 

Verse 33
I knew him not; John may have had a personal acquaintance with Jesus, but he did not know him as the one that was to baptize with the Holy Ghost. He was not authorized to say of Jesus, This is the one of whom I spoke, till he had received from God the sign named in this verse. 

He that sent me; God. 

Which baptized with the Holy Ghost; whose it is to give both the ordinary and the miraculous influences of the Spirit. 

Verse 34
Bare record; ver John 1:19-23; Matthew 3:17. 

Verse 39
The tenth hour; four in the afternoon. 

Verse 41
Messias-Christ; the former word being Hebrew, the latter Greek, and both signifying the Anointed One. When men find the Saviour, and experience the blessedness of trusting in him, they desire that others, especially their friends, should become partakers of their joys. 

Verse 42
Cephas; a Syriac word, meaning the same as the Greek word Peter, and the English word stone, or rock. Matthew 16:18. 

Verse 44
Bethsaida; Matthew 11:21. 

Verse 45
Moses-the prophets; Luke 24:44; Genesis 3:15; Genesis 49:10; Deuteronomy 18:15-18; Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 53:2-12; Jeremiah 23:5-6. 

Verse 46
Nazareth; Matthew 2:23. 

Verse 47
Israelite indeed; not merely a descendant of Israel, but one who has the true character of an Israelite-a holy and believing man. 

No guile; not hypocritical; open, honest, upright, sincere. 

Verse 48
I saw thee; he saw him in a supernatural way. This manifestation of his supernatural knowledge led Nathanael to the confession in the following verse. In secret communion with God, though unseen by men, we are never unobserved by Jesus Christ. He witnesses all our feelings, and is acquainted with our whole character. By yielding to the evidences of his truth, and improving the light we have, we receive from him greater light, and prepare for brighter manifestation of his power and glory. 

Verse 49
Rabbi; Master. Matthew 23:7 Son of God; this was an acknowledgment of him as the Messiah. 

Verse 50
Greater things; greater and more abundant evidences of his Messiahship. 

Verse 51
Verily, verily; truly, truly. When thus repeated, it denotes the great importance and absolute certainty of what was declared. 

Hereafter; rather, henceforward. 

Heaven open-the angels of God ascending and descending; the allusion is to Jacob’s vision of a ladder reaching to heaven, on which the angels of God were ascending and descending. The meaning is, henceforward ye shall see a constant communication established between heaven and the Son of man: the reference is not so much to particular appearances of angels, as to the full and constant communion which the Son of man has with God, and which he gives to each of his disciples in his measure. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
The third day; after the events recorded in the last chapter. 

Cana of Galilee; a town west of the sea of Galilee, a few miles north of Nazareth; so called to distinguish it from Cana, near Sidon. 

Verse 2
Marriage is an ordinance of divine appointment, and a means of great usefulness and happiness. At weddings, the presence and blessing of Jesus Christ should always be sought, and every thing conducted in such a manner as will honor him, and promote the benefit of all concerned. 

Verse 3
They have no wine; meaning, their supply of wine has failed; for they had wine at the beginning, verse John 2:10. The words seem to contain a tacit request that Jesus would now supply the deficiency. 

Verse 4
Woman, what have I to do with thee? an intimation that he cannot allow her or any other person to direct in regard to the exercise of his divine power. 

Mine hour; his time to furnish wine by a miracle, and thus show forth his glory. 

Verse 6
Six water-pots of stone; it was the custom of the Jews to have such vessels for water, for purposes of purification. 

Firkins; the Greek word rendered firkins is supposed to denote the same measure as the Hebrew word bath, containing about 8 7/8 gallons. 

Verse 8
Governor of the feast; the person who had the general superintendence. 

Verse 10
Every man; this is a statement of what was usual on such occasions. Thus the governor of the feast testified to the purity and excellence of the wine miraculously furnished by the Saviour. 

Verse 11
Manifested forth his glory; showed his divine power, and thus proved himself to be the Messiah. It is never said in the Scriptures, that any mere creature ever wrought miracles to show forth his own glory. This statement, which is here made with regard to the Son of God, is peculiar to him, and is adapted to lead men to pay him divine honors. Chap John 5:23. 

Verse 12
Capernaum; Matthew 4:13. 

Verse 14
Found in the temple; this cleansing of the temple was early in our Lord’s ministry, and must not be confounded with that recorded in Matthew 21:12. 

Verse 17
It was written; Psalms 69:9. 

Hath eaten me up; I am full of consuming desire for the honor of thy house, and the purity of thy worship. The transactions recorded in the New Testament are in many cases a fulfilment of the declarations of the Old; and the more we become acquainted with each, and with the connection of one with the other, the more clear to our minds will be the evidence of the divine inspiration and value of both-that they have one Author, tend to form one character, and promote one great and benevolent end. 

Verse 18
What sign showest thou; what miracle dost thou work in proof of thy authority to do these things? 

Verse 19
This temple; meaning his body, verse John 2:21. 

I will raise it up; Jesus Christ had power to raise his own dead body to life, and actually did raise it on the third day after his death, according to his prediction. Matthew 12:40; Romans 1:4. 

Verse 20
Forty and six years; it was so many years since Herod the Great had commenced repairing, or, more properly, rebuilding the temple, sixteen years before the Saviour’s birth. During this period additions, more or less, had been from time to time made to it. To this temple they wrongly applied the Saviour’s words. The same misapplication of his words they made when they accused him before Pilate. Matthew 26:61; Mark 14:58. 

Verse 22
The scripture; those passages which foretold his death and resurrection. Psalms 16:10-11; Acts 2:22-36. 

Verse 24
Did not commit himself unto them; did not trust himself in their power. 

Verse 25
He knew what was in man; he knew the hearts of men, and how, under circumstances, they would act. Of course he knew in all respects how to treat them. Jeremiah 17:10; Revelation 2:23; John 1:1. The perfect knowledge of Jesus Christ gives him the fullest acquaintance with human character, shows him how in all respects to treat men while on earth, and fits him righteously and wisely to award to all the retributions of eternity. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
A ruler; a member of the Sanhedrin or great Jewish council. 

Verse 3
Except a man be born again; our Lord saw that Nicodemus had no true apprehension of the spiritual nature of the kingdom which he had come to establish, nor of the spiritual character required for admission to it. He therefore met his difficulty at the outset by teaching him that all men, be they Jews or Gentiles, must be made new in the inner man by a spiritual birth, before they can enter into his kingdom and enjoy its privileges. To be born again is to be made new men inwardly by a great change from supreme love of the Creator. 

See the kingdom of God; understand or enjoy its blessings. Matthew 3:2. 

Verse 4
How can a man; this question referred to natural birth, of earthly parents; the assertion of Christ referred to a spiritual change by the Holy Ghost. 

Verse 5
Born of water and of the Spirit; purified by the Holy Spirit; of which baptism by water is a divinely appointed symbol. 

Enter into; become a member inwardly, and not merely in an outward way. 

Verse 6
Born of the flesh is flesh-born of the Spirit is spirit; by the natural birth, fleshly children come from fleshly parents; by the spiritual birth, spiritual children come from the Holy Spirit. Flesh and spirit are here opposed to each other. The first denotes what is earthly and impure; the second, what is heavenly and holy. Compare Romans 8:1-9. 

Verse 7
As all men are naturally destitute of the love of God, no one should think it strange that he must experience that change which Christ called being born again. 

Verse 8
Listeth; pleaseth-where its author pleaseth to have it. 

So is every one; the Spirit’s operation, like that of the wind, is directed by God, unseen, and known by its effects. 

Verse 9
How; Nicodemus here asked a question which Jesus did not answer. He had revealed the fact, its nature, necessity, and author. The manner it was not necessary, and would not be useful, for Nicodemus to know. The fact might be believed, and all its benefits be secured, without knowing how it was accomplished. It is not necessary, in order to believe a fact and receive the benefit of it, that a man should understand the manner in which it is accomplished; and he should not let his ignorance of what God has not revealed hinder him from receiving and treating as true what he has revealed. 

Verse 10
Master of Israel; teacher, which he was by virtue of his office as a ruler. 

These things; the things relating to the new birth, about which he had been speaking, and which were revealed in the Old Testament, which the Jewish rulers professed to teach. Psalms 51:10; Ezekiel 11:19; Ezekiel 36:26. 

Verse 11
Do know-have seen; Christ’s knowledge of truth was direct. He always spoke what he had seen with his Father, chap John 5:20; John 8:38. What his followers, therefore, had heard and learned of him, they could declare with certain knowledge of its truth. As Jesus knew the truth of what he taught, all are bound to believe it, and to let it have its due influence over their hearts and lives. 

Verse 12
Earthly things; things which take place on earth, such as being born of the Spirit, the evidences of which are obvious to the senses. 

Heavenly things; things less plain, relating to God, Christ, heaven, and eternity, the evidences of which are not addressed to sense, but to faith. 

Verse 13
Hath ascended up to heaven; learned heavenly things by actual presence there, and come down from that world to reveal them. 

Son of man; Jesus Christ. 

Which is in heaven; whose proper dwelling-place is in heaven. He left heaven for a season only, to return thither again. 

Verse 14
Moses lifted up the serpent; Numbers 21:8-9 

Be lifted up; on the cross a propitiation for the sins of men. 1 John 2:2. 

Verse 16
Gave his only begotten Son; the highest expression of his infinite compassion. Chap John 1:14. 

Verse 17
Might be saved; on their compliance with the terms of salvation. 

Verse 18
Not condemned; Romans 8:1. 

Verse 19
The condemnation; cause of condemnation. 

Light is come; divine truth is revealed. 

Darkness; error and sin. 

Verse 20
Reproved; shown to be evil, and as such condemned. The reason why men do not believe what Christ has taught is, that they love error, they do evil, and his truth on this account condemns them. 

Verse 21
Doeth truth; acteth according to truth. 

Wrought in God; by the aid of his Spirit, and according to his will. 

Verse 22
Baptized; not personally, but through is disciples, John 4:2. 

Verse 25
About purifying; the question seems to have had reference to the relative worth of John’s baptism as compared with that of Jesus. 

Verse 26
All men come to him; many more came to Christ than to John. When sinners in great numbers come to the Saviour some men, if it lessen the number who follow them, are greatly grieved. But good men, with right views, rejoice in every accession to the number of Christ’s followers. They are delighted to see him increase, though it cause them to decrease. 

Verse 27
Except it be given him; every office in God’s kingdom, and all success in doing good, is from God. He gives to all their place and work as he sees best. You should not be dissatisfied that a greater than I has come, for this is what I foretold. 

Verse 29
Hath the bride is the bridegroom; in these words John teaches that Christ’s relation to "the kingdom of heaven" is that of the bridegroom to the bride. The church is his own, and ought to render to him supreme honor. John, on the other hand, is only the bridegroom’s friend. He was sent to foretell his coming, and now rejoices to be lost sight of in his greater glory. 

Verse 30
He; Christ. 

Must increase; in influence and honor. It is a high spiritual attainment to be willing that others should excel us in usefulness and honor. 

Verse 31
He that cometh; Christ. 

Is above all; in character and work, and ought to be honored above all. 

Is of the earth; as are John and all merely human teachers. 

Is earthly; inferior in character and teaching, and ought to hold an inferior place. 

Verse 32
Seen and heard; in heaven with his Father. 

No man; few compared with the whole, and none uninfluenced by the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 33
Hath set to his seal that God is true; by believing in Christ he acknowledged that what God hath said concerning him is true. 

Verse 34
By measure; John and the apostles received the Holy Spirit only in a certain measure, but Christ without measure. 

Verse 35
Hath given all things; pertaining to the salvation of men. 

Into his hand; as Mediator, that he might give eternal life to all who should believe in him. Compare chap John 17:2. As all things pertaining to the souls of men are in the hands of Christ and at his disposal, the eternal life of those who believe in him, and the eternal death of those who continue to reject him, are certain. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
How the Pharisees had heard; he was aware that the knowledge of his growing popularity excited their envy and ill-will, which he wished for the present to avoid. 

Verse 3
When good men are opposed, and their usefulness obstructed in one place, it is often wise for them to go to another; and the rejection of the gospel by some, proves the occasion of its being embraced by others; thus God, angels, and men are led to rejoice together. Luke 15:7-10. 

Verse 4
Samaria; lying between Judea and Galilee. 

Verse 5
Sychar; in the Old Testament it is called Shechem. Genesis 33:18. It is now called Naplous, and lies a few miles south-east of the city of Samaria, between the mountains Ebal and Gerizim. 

Jacob gave to his son Joseph; see note to Genesis 48:22. 

Verse 8
Meat; according to the usage of the word in our version, meat is used for all kinds of food. 

Verse 9
No dealings with the Samaritans; no friendly dealings. Matthew 10:5. 

Verse 10
The gift of God; the Saviour, and the blessings which he is ready to bestow. 

Living water; under the figure of living water, that is, the flowing water of a fountain in contrast with the stagnant water of a pool or cistern, he means the Holy Spirit, who purifies, refreshes, and invigorates the soul. Compare chap. John 7:37-39. 

Verse 11
Whence; she supposed him to speak of literal living or running water, which was peculiarly fresh and good. 

Verse 13
Earthly blessings, however numerous and great, cannot satisfy the desires of men. But the blessings of the Holy Spirit, which Christ gives to those who ask him, furnish and secure to them satisfying and eternal joys. 

Verse 14
The water that I shall give him; the Holy Spirit shall dwell in him, and satisfy his soul. 

Shall never thirst; he does not mean that one draught shall satisfy him, but that he shall always have in his soul a well of living water, from which he shall continually drink and be satisfied. 

Verse 18
Not thy husband; she was living with a man who was not her husband. 

Verse 19
I perceive; this she did from his manner and his knowledge of her history. 

Verse 20
This mountain; mount Gerizim, which lay at a little distance from Sychar. As she perceived him to be a prophet, she appealed to him to decide a disputed question between the Samaritans and the Jews about the proper place of public worship. 

Verse 21
The hour cometh; the time is near. 

Neither in this mountain; not in this or that place merely, but in all places, may you worship him who is a Spirit, "in spirit and in truth." 

Verse 22
We know what we worship; the Jews had both a divinely appointed system of worship, and a clear revelation from God of his nature and the service required by him. The Samaritans received only the five books of Moses, and their services on mount Gerizim were without the divine warrant, and mingled with superstitious observances. 

Salvation is of the Jews; from them the Messiah was to come. 

Verse 23
Worship the Father; in heart, with sincere love and devotion, in every place where they may be. Men are prone to think too much of the place and mode of religious worship. God regards the state of the heart; and spiritual worship, in any place, is accepted of him. 

Verse 26
He; the Messiah. This was the first time, so far as we are informed, that Jesus explicitly declared himself to be the Christ. It was, moreover, not in the presence of the Pharisees, who would have taken advantage of the assertion to misrepresent and persecute him; but among the Samaritans, who had no intercourse in religious matters with the Jews, and would make no bad use of the declaration. 

Verse 34
As food to the hungry, and water to the thirsty, so is the doing of the will of God to those who love him; and whether engaged in sowing the spiritual seed of divine truth, or reaping the harvest, their employment is a source of the most elevated and refreshing joy. 

Verse 35
Say not ye; that is, when ye have committed your seed to the ground. 

Four months; this was the usual period between seed-time and harvest. 

Look on the fields; the Samaritans, called by the woman, coming to hear the gospel; and men in every direction perishing for lack of knowledge. 

Verse 36
He that soweth and he that reapeth; Jesus and others had sowed spiritual seed. The disciples might gather the fruit by being instrumental in the conversion of men; and thus Christ and his disciples, like sowers and reapers, rejoice together. 

Verse 38
I sent you; spoken in anticipation of the mission of his apostles, when he should have finished his work on earth. 

Other men labored; spoken of all the preparation made by Christ and holy men before him for the work of the apostles. 

Ye are entered into their labors; they have prepared the way for your reaping the fruit. 

Verse 41
Many more believed; this was the beginning of the harvest of which Jesus had spoken. 

Verse 44
His own country; this is the same word which is used Matthew 13:54; , and applied to Nazareth, where Jesus was brought up. As they did not receive him, he visited and wrought miracles in other parts of Galilee. 

Verse 48
Except ye see signs; unless by miracles he showed that he was the Messiah, they would not believe on him. 

Verse 50
The faith of parents and masters, Luke 7:1-10, and their prayers to Jesus Christ, are often the means of unspeakable blessings to their children and servants; and however distant they may be from their friends or from Christ, his power can reach them, and his grace supply their wants. 

Verse 52
Seventh hour; one o’clock in the afternoon. 

Verse 54
The second miracle; the second that he had wrought at Cana, the first having been the turning of water into wine. Chap John 2:6-11. In the interval he had wrought many miracles at Jerusalem, John 4:34. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
The present chapter contains the first of those wonderful discourses of our Lord recorded by John, in which he sets forth his divine nature and office in his twofold relation to God and man. For the clearer understanding of his words, the reader should notice the following things: First, God is his Father and he is the Son of God in such a high and incommunicable sense, that he is equal with the Father in nature, verse John 5:18; enjoys his perfect love and knows all his counsels, verse John 5:20; performs all the works that his Father performs, verse John 5:19-21; has life in himself as the Father has it, and gives it to whom he will, verses John 5:21; John 5:26; claims equal honor with the Father, verse John 5:23; raises the dead and judges them, verses John 5:21-22; John 5:24-29. Secondly, as the Son of God on earth, he always acts in subordination to the will of the Father. He has not come of himself, but the Father has sent him, verse John 5:23, etc.; the Father has appointed to him the works that he shall do, verses John 5:20; John 5:22; John 5:26, etc.; he can do nothing of himself, but must always act in accordance with the Father’s will, verses John 5:19; John 5:30; the Father who sent him bears witness to him by the works that he has given him to do, verse John 5:36; and by the scriptures of the Old Testament, verses John 5:39; John 5:45-47. Thirdly, it is as the Son of man-the Word made flesh-that he not only redeems, but judges men, verse John 5:27. Equality with the Father in nature, subordination to the Father in office, union with human nature in the work of redeeming and judging men, and in all these perfect union with the Father in counsel and will: these are the great doctrines that run through the present and similar following discourses. 

Verse 2
Marked; this word, as shown by the italics, is not in the original. It probably should have been, as in the margin, gate. Nehemiah 3:1; Nehemiah 3:32; Nehemiah 12:39. 

Bethesda; "house of mercy." Many at that pool had been mercifully healed of their diseases. 

Verse 8
Thy bed; which was a simple mat. 

Verse 10
To carry thy bed; which they reckoned among the servile labor forbidden by the law. See Jeremiah 17:21-22; Nehemiah 13:15-20; where, however, the burdens borne were in the way of traffic and ordinary labor. 

Verse 14
A worse thing; a worse evil than that from which Jesus had delivered him. All diseases are consequences of sin. Both the sufferings resulting from them, and the experience of relief, should therefore lead us to abhor and forsake it, that we may thus, through faith in the Redeemer, escape its endless consequences. 

Verse 17
Worketh hitherto; worketh without intermission in upholding and quickening creation, ever since the day when he finished it. 

I work; he claimed to be the Son of God in such a sense that he had the power and right of working as God works. This they thought was blasphemy; and had he been only a man, it would have been. But as he was God as well as man, chap John 1:1, it was speaking and acting according to truth. The question was not whether Jesus possessed power to do those things, but it was whether he exercised his power agreeable to the will of the Father, or in opposition to it; and he answered them accordingly. 

Verse 19
Of himself; in opposition to, or without the concurrence of the Father, which was the crime with which they charged him. He denied the charge, and asserted, that instead of opposition, as they contended, there was between him and the Father the most perfect agreement in plan, will, and operation. 

These also doeth the Son; there is oneness of operation. 

Verse 20
Showeth him all things; makes him partaker of all his counsels, as well as acts with him in all his works. 

Greater works than these; the works referred to in the following verses. 

Verse 21
The Son quickeneth; giveth life, natural and spiritual, to whom he will-thus doing the work of God, and showing that he is God. This is one of the greater things referred to. The other was the judging of all men at the last day, and awarding to them the retributions of eternity. 

Verse 22
The Father judgeth no man; in the scheme of redemption, the Son was to be the final judge of men, the author of their resurrection from the dead, and of their eternal life in heaven. This was, "that all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father." He that thus honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the Father. The Pharisees, therefore, while they were pleading ostensibly for the honor of God, were in reality treating him as they treated Jesus Christ; and so it is with all men now. 

Verse 23
As Jesus Christ the Son of God was appointed of the Father to be the dispenser of life to men-not only to heal the sick, but to raise the dead, and judge the world, "that all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father," those who do not thus honor him, but continue to neglect the object of his coming, will lose the benefits of his redemption. 

Verse 24
Heareth my word; receiveth my instructions, and treateth them as true. 

Hath everlasting life; the beginning of that spiritual life which shall continue and increase for ever. 

From death unto life; from a state of sin and guilt to a state of holiness and bliss. 

Verse 25
The dead shall hear-shall live; the dead here include both the spiritually and the naturally dead. Christ gave life to the souls of men, and also to their bodies, when he chose to do so. Jairus’ daughter, the widow’s son, and Lazarus were all by Jesus raised to life, and many who were dead in sin were quickened and made alive to God. 

Verse 26
Given to the Son to have life in himself; here the Saviour brings to view both his oneness with the Father in nature, and his subordination to him in office. To have life in himself, with the power of giving life at will, is to be proper God. But the office of quickening whom he will he has received, as Mediator, from the Father, and exercises it in accordance with the Father’s appointment. 

Verse 27
Because he is the Son of man; it is the appointment of the Father that he who redeems and judges men should himself be the Son of man; that is, the Word made flesh. In this character God has appointed him to be Mediator, to open the way for, and give eternal life to all who should believe in him, and in pursuance of his work, to perform miracles, die, rise again, raise the dead, judge the world, and fix the condition of all for eternity. 

Verse 28
The hour is coming-all that are in the graves shall hear his voice; he passes to the greatest and most astonishing manifestation which he is to make of the truth that he has life in himself; namely, the final resurrection by his word of the just and the unjust, and the decision of their destiny for eternity. 

Verse 30
Of mine own self; in opposition to, and without the concurrence of the Father. 

I hear; from my Father. The idea is, that he dwells in the Father’s bosom, and hears and knows all his counsels. 

Not mine own will; not to exalt myself, or build up a separate interest, but to honor the Father by doing his will. 

Verse 31
Of myself; concerning myself, without any accompanying testimony from God. 

Not true; not to be received as valid. 

Verse 32
Another; God, who testified of him by John the Baptist, by the descent upon him of the Holy Ghost, by miracles, and by a voice from heaven. 

Verse 34
Not testimony from man; not from man only; yet Christ appealed to the testimony of John, as what ought to convince them. 

Verse 36
The works which the Father hath given me; the whole course of his teachings and miracles. 

Verse 37
The Father himself-hath borne witness of me; in addition to the testimony furnished by my works. He seems to refer to the testimony of the Father through the Scriptures, which he immediately afterwards urges. Some think that he also includes the voice from heaven upon his baptism. 

Neither heard his voice-seen his shape; the allusion is to the way in which holy men of old received revelations from God by voices and visions. The import of the Saviour’s words is, The state of your hearts makes you unable to receive any testimony of the Father concerning me, outward or inward. 

Verse 38
Ye have not his word; they did not receive the testimony of God, and they showed this by rejecting that of his Son. 

Verse 39
The scriptures; the Old Testament, by following which they hoped for heaven; and yet those scriptures showed that he was the Messiah, and that they must believe in him, or perish. 

Verse 40
Ye will not come to me; notwithstanding this evidence that he was the Messiah, they would not receive him. 

Verse 41
I receive not honor; it was not his object to obtain human applause, but to honor God and save men. 

Verse 42
Have not the love of God; this was the reason why they would not embrace him as the Messiah. Compare chap John 8:42. The reason why men do not receive the words of Christ and treat them as true, is, that they do not love God. As God manifest in the flesh, they do not love him, and choose not to have him to reign over them. 

Verse 43
In my Father’s name; by his appointment, and with conclusive evidence of being sent of him. 

In his own name; without being sent of God; actuated by a worldly spirit, and promising them temporal dominion and honor. Such were the false Christs who afterwards appeared, and whom the Jews followed to their destruction. 

Verse 44
Receive honor; seek supremely human applause. Men cannot seek supremely human applause, and at the same time seek that honor which comes from God by believing on his Son. They should therefore, without hesitation and without delay, renounce the one, that they may secure the other. 

Verse 45
Do not think that I; he did not come to condemn them, nor was there any occasion that he should do so. 

Moses; he had foretold, Deuteronomy 18:15-19, the coming of the Messiah, and the condemnation of those who should reject him. His writings therefore, which they professed to follow, condemned them. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
Over the sea of Galilee; to its northern shore. See note to Luke 9:10. 

Verses 2-14
Five thousand fed. Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:32-44; Luke 9:10. 

Verse 6
To prove him; try him whether he believed in the power of Christ to supply them. God in his providence does many things to prove his people-to lead them to show what is in their hearts, and thus prepare them to renounce dependence upon themselves, and put their trust in him. 

Verse 12
However easy it is for God to supply all needed good, and however much he may give, he requires that no part of it be squandered, or suffered through negligence to be lost; but that all, by prudent care, should be saved for the benefit of those who need it. 

Verse 14
That prophet; the Messiah. Deuteronomy 18:18. 

Verse 15
Make him a king; a temporal sovereign, such as they expected their Messiah would be. 

Verses 16-21
Christ walks on the sea. Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-53. 

Verse 17
Over the sea; to the west side. 

Verse 19
Five and twenty or thirty furlongs; between three and four miles. 

Verse 22
On the other side; on the north side. 

None other boat; there was no other when the disciples left. 

Verse 23
There came other boats; from the west side of the sea, after the disciples left. 

Verse 24
Took shipping; boats that came from Tiberias, which was on the west side of the sea. 

Verse 26
Not because ye saw the miracles; not because ye were attracted to me by the revelation made in the miracles of my divine power and glory. 

Because ye did eat of the loaves; you seek from me only earthly good. Men often pay an external regard to Christ and his ordinances, not for the purpose of honoring him and obtaining spiritual blessings, but for the purpose of promoting their worldly interests, and accomplishing their selfish ends. 

Verse 27
Labor not for; better, as the margin, work not for: bestow not your chief labor and anxiety upon. 

Meat which perisheth; temporal blessings. 

Meat which endureth; spiritual and eternal good. 

Sealed; authenticated as the true Messiah, the giver of eternal life. 

Verse 28
Work the works of God; they have reference to the exhortation just given by the Saviour, "Labor-for that meat which endureth." The works of God; such as he required, and such as would secure the enduring good of which Christ spoke. 

Verse 29
This is the work of God-believe on him whom he hath sent; Christ is the true bread from heaven. To believe on him is to receive this bread, and thus to do what God requires. The great work which God requires of a sinner, and that which is essential to salvation, is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Verse 30
What sign; sign from heaven in addition to what he had already shown in proof of the justness of his claims. Compare Matthew 12:38; Matthew 16:1. Like all cavillers, they demand other proof, and different from that which they have received. 

Verse 31
Our fathers did eat manna; still thinking that Jesus was speaking of the bread that should nourish the body, they intimate that the miracle of the manna in the desert, Exodus 16:13-18, was greater than that which he has wrought, and that they may reasonably ask of him a higher sign. 

Verse 32
Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; it did not come from the heaven where God resides, but from the natural heaven, and was simply natural bread-"the meat which perisheth." The true bread from heaven; the true spiritual bread that comes from God’s own presence and feeds the soul. 

Verse 33
He which cometh down from heaven; rather, as the original may be rendered, that which cometh down from heaven; for the Jews, as appears from the following verse, did not yet understand him as speaking of himself. 

Verse 34
Evermore give us this bread; not yet understanding its spiritual nature, but supposing it to be some miraculous kind of bread that should give life to the body. 

Verse 35
I am the bread of life; the author, nourisher, and supporter of spiritual, eternal life. Having spoken of the bread from heaven, he now represents himself under the similitude of heavenly bread; and the eating of his flesh and drinking his blood, or spiritually believing on him, as essential to spiritual life. 

Never hunger-never thirst; never desire any higher or more satisfying good. 

Verse 36
Believe not; of course they were still unsatisfied, and not partakers of the good of which he spoke. 

Verse 37
Giveth me; Isaiah 53:10-12; John 17:2; Ephesians 1:3-12. 

Come to me; this means the same as he before meant by eating his flesh, or believing on him, and as he afterwards meant by drinking his blood. 

Verse 40
I will raise him up; to everlasting life. He would thus do the will and accomplish the object of the Father. 

Verse 44
Can come to me; trust in me as his Saviour. 

Draw him; by teaching him his need of a Saviour, and leading him to trust in him for salvation. The drawing of the Father mentioned in the New Testament, and which is needful to lead sinners to Christ, is the same as the teaching of the Father mentioned in the Old Testament. Isaiah 54:13; Micah 4:2. The reason why this drawing or teaching is needful is, men are so wicked that they never will come to Christ without it. 

Verse 45
In the prophets; Isaiah 54:13. His doctrine about being drawn or taught of God was not new, but was the same which was taught in the Scriptures, and which they ought to have understood and believed. 

Verse 46
Not that any man hath seen the Father; he guards them against the error of supposing that the Father teaches men by his personal visible presence. He teaches by his word, his Spirit, and his providence; leading men rightly to apprehend and cordially to obey his truth. 

He hath seen; the Saviour sets his immediate and full vision of the Father in contrast with the indirect knowledge which mere men have of him. His meaning is, that because he has seen the Father, he can teach men of the Father. 

Verse 50
Not die; the eating of that bread will give eternal life to his soul, and in the end, a glorious immortality to his body also. Compare ver John 6:39-40. 

Verse 51
My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world; an allusion, which could not be understood at the time by his hearers, to the gift of his flesh on the cross for the salvation of the world. 

Verse 52
His flesh to eat; they meant literally. And the true answer to that question was, he would not in any way give them literally his flesh to eat. That was not his meaning. But by eating his flesh, he meant, believing on him as a Saviour, and thus receiving spiritual life and nourishment from him. Men often make objections to what they call the doctrines of Christ, when in fact their objections are not against his doctrines, rightly understood, but only against their own misconceptions of them; and the putting of a literal meaning upon such of his words as were designed to be figurative, and convey only a spiritual meaning, is absurd. John 7:34-36. 

Verse 53
Eat the flesh-drink his blood; not literally, but spiritually, as the food and drink of the soul; thus, by a living union with him through faith, receiving from him forgiveness, sanctification, and eternal life. The Saviour has in mind the gift which he is about to make on the cross, of his flesh and blood for the life of the world. The view which he here gives of eating his flesh and drinking his blood, is the same that underlies the ordinance of the Lord’s supper, afterwards instituted by him. 

Verse 55
Meat indeed-drink indeed; I am the giver and sustainer of endless spiritual life. 

Verse 56
Dwelleth in me; has a vital, saving union with me by faith, John 15:5; 1 Corinthians 6:17; resembling in some respects the union between me and my Father. John 17:21. 

Verse 60
His disciples; disciples is here used in a general sense, for those who attended on his teaching. 

Verse 62
What and if ye shall see; are you offended at the honor which I now claim as the bread of life? What will you say, then, when you see me receiving greater honor than this, by ascending to heaven, whence I came? 

Verse 63
It is the Spirit that quickeneth; it was the spiritual, not the literal meaning of his words, which would profit them. The literal eating of his flesh would not benefit them. It was only the spiritual meaning, understood, believed, and obeyed, that would be the means of spiritual life to their souls. 

They are spirit-they are life; they contain spiritual food and life; for by receiving them, you receive me. The words of Christ have a spiritual meaning, and it is the right apprehension and cordial reception of this meaning which is life-giving to the soul. Men naturally do not receive this meaning, because such is their wickedness that they have not spiritual discernment. Hence the propriety of praying, "Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law; quicken thou me according to thy word." Psalms 119:18; Psalms 119:25; 1 Corinthians 2:14. 

Verse 64
That believe not; this shows that by eating his flesh he meant believing on him. 

Verse 65
Given unto him of my Father; the meaning of this is the same as his being drawn or taught of God, ver John 6:45. 

Verse 68
Thou hast the words; teachest the way of eternal life. 

Verse 70
A devil; under the control of Satan, and like him in character. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1

Jewry; Judea. 

Verse 2

Feast of tabernacles; the Jews had three great annual feasts: the feast of the Passover, the feast of the Pentecost, and the feast of Tabernacles. Deuteronomy 16:1-15. This last was held from the fifteenth to the twenty-second day of their month Tizri, which included a part of September and October. This was a season of special thanksgiving for the ingathering of the harvest. 

Verse 3

His brethren; or relatives. 

Depart hence; from this obscure and secluded region. 

Into Judea; where was the metropolis of the nation, and where men that sought to be known were accustomed to resort. 

That thy disciples also may see; thy disciples there. 

Verse 4

That doeth any thing in secret; works in a secluded place, removed from the observation of men. 

And he himself seeketh; that is, while he himself seeketh. 

To be known openly; they upbraid him with acting inconsistently. He seeks to be known openly as the Son of God, and yet he keeps himself removed from public view. 

These things; the miracles which he wrought, in proof of his being the Messiah. 

Verse 5

The teaching and example of the holiest man on earth will not, without the grace of God, lead even his relatives to believe in Christ and live. 

Verse 6

My time; his time to go up to the feast, and manifest himself as the Messiah. 

Your time is always ready; you are in no danger of persecution, and can safely go at any time you may choose. 

Verse 7

The world cannot; they have no occasion to do it. 

Verse 10

In secret; privately, or in a retired manner. 

Verse 12

Murmuring; private inquiry and contention about Jesus. 

Verse 15

Letters; learning. Whence his learning? He has never been instructed by doctors of the law. 

Verse 16

Not mine; I come from God, and I teach what he has committed to me to be taught. 

Verse 17

Will do his will; here, as often elsewhere, the Saviour teaches that love and obedience towards the Father is the only true preparation for understanding and judging aright concerning the words of the Son whom he has sent. 

Of myself; of myself alone, without the direction of the Father. All men who have the Bible may know whether it is from God, and whether its doctrines are true. If they do not know, it is because they do not love and obey God, and it is wholly their own fault. 

Verse 18

Of himself; this does not mean speaking about himself, or by his own power, but speaking independently of any commission or authority from God. A false teacher, not sent from God, would seek his own private ends. Christ was sent by the Father, sought his glory, and his testimony was true. 

Verse 19

Why go ye about to kill me? under the pretence that I have broken the law of Moses respecting the Sabbath, chap John 5:8, while you yourselves are continually violating that law. 

Verse 20

Has a devil; are influenced by an evil spirit. 

Verse 21

Done one work; cured a man on the Sabbath. Chap John 5:8. 

Ye all marvel; because he had done such a work, as if it were a violation of holy time. 

Verse 22

Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; he enjoined it, though it did not originate with him. It was appointed of God, and was practised from the days of Abraham. 

Ye on the Sabbath-day circumcise; this required more labor on the Sabbath than he performed in healing a man; and as they justified the one, they ought not to condemn the other. 

Verse 24

According to the appearance; according to the outward letter of an act. He still refers to the charge of breaking the Sabbath. Judged by the outward letter, the circumcising or healing of a man on the Sabbath might seem to be Sabbath-breaking. But judged according to truth, neither act was such. 

Verse 27

We know this man; he parentage and place of birth. 

No man knoweth whence he is; the Jews knew that the Messiah should be a descendant of David, and born in Bethlehem. Matthew 2:4-6. But they had an idea that, before his manifestation as king of Israel, he would hide himself, and then suddenly appear from an unknown quarter. Compare Malachi 3:1; Matthew 24:26. 

Verse 28

Ye both know me-know whence I am; some understand the Saviour as upbraiding the Jews for their willful rejection of him, as much as to say, You know from my works who I am, and who has sent me. Compare chap John 3:2; John 12:42. Others suppose that he concedes to them a merely earthly knowledge of himself, as if he had said, Ye do indeed know me as a man, and whence I am; and yet I have a higher origin, being sent from the Father. 

Whom ye know not; though they had the Scriptures, they had no true knowledge of God, and this was the reason why they did not ]know his Son. Compare chap John 8:19; John 16:3; John 17:3. An affirmation of the Bible may be true in one sense, and not true in another. In order, therefore, rightly to treat it, we must understand the sense in which a declaration is made, and in that sense, on the authority of God, must receive it. 

Verse 30

His hour was not yet come; his time to be taken and slain. 

Verse 34

Ye shall seek me; in the days of your distress you shall in vain seek the Messiah, who has been among you and been rejected by you. 

Where I am; that is, in God’s presence; but to them the saying was unintelligible. 

Verse 37

The last day; the closing day of the feast. On this day, water from the pool of Siloam was carried with great solemnity and poured out on the altar. 

Thirst; not literally, but spiritually-thirst in soul for satisfying enjoyment. 

Verse 38

Rivers of living water; a living fountain shall be opened within him, whence shall flow streams refreshing his own soul and the souls of others. Compare chap John 4:14. No man is at liberty to interpret the words of Christ in a literal sense, when such interpretation is shown by the sense of men to be false. 

Verse 39

Not yet given; not so fully and abundantly given as Christ foretold that he would be, and as he afterwards was. 

Verse 40

The Prophet; the prophet who they thought would precede the Messiah. Chap John 1:21; Matthew 16:14. 

Verse 42

Of the seed of David-the town of Bethlehem; all this was fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth; but from the neglect of careful inquiry, they remained ignorant of the fact. 

Verse 49

This people; the common people, to whom the Pharisees imputed criminal ignorance of the Scriptures. Tyrannical teachers and rulers fear the elevation and influence of the common people. They wish to keep them in ignorance, and are often opposed even to their reading the Bible, and judging of its meaning. They would themselves do the reading and judging, as well as the governing. If others undertake to exercise their inalienable rights, they are filled with wrath, and ready to pronounce them accursed. But such curses will rebound on their authors. Psalms 109:17. 

Verse 50

One of them; one of the great council, or rulers of the Jewish nation. Chap John 3:2. 

Verse 52

Of Galilee; this was an expression of contempt, as Galilee was a despised country. They knew that Nicodemus was not from Galilee, but they meant to reproach him for favoring a Galilean. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
Mount of Olives; Matthew 22:1. 

Verse 5
Moses in the law; Leviticus 20:10. 

Verse 6
Tempting him; should he decide that she ought to be put to death, they would accuse him of assuming judicial authority; and should he decided the other way, they would accuse him of being opposed to Moses. 

On the ground; the words which follow in italics, not being in the original, might have been omitted. 

Verse 7
Let him first; Deuteronomy 17:7. Men are sometimes very forward to accuse others, and seek to have them punished, when they are themselves guilty of equal, and perhaps greater crimes. Should conscience be awakened to do its office, and none but the innocent be suffered to accuse or condemn, the guilty would often go unpunished. 

Verse 10
Saw none; none of her accusers. 

Condemned thee; passed upon thee a judicial sentence of condemnation. 

Verse 11
Neither do I; I do not exercise this prerogative of the civil magistrate. 

Verse 12
Light of life; that knowledge of God which is life to the soul. Chap John 1:4-9. 

Verse 13
Of thyself; concerning thyself. You testify in your own case. 

Verse 14
Though I bear record of myself-my record is true; he had before said, "If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true," chap John 5:31; but there he was speaking of the validity of testimony according to the human rule of trying it. Here, on the contrary, he speaks of the quality of his own testimony from the high consciousness of his divine nature and mission. 

I know whence I came-whither I go; I know that I come from the Father and return again to him; therefore I know that my testimony of him is true. 

Ye cannot tell; more literally, Ye know not, as in the first part of the verse. As the Jews did not understand his divine nature and mission, they were not qualified to judge of his testimony. 

Verse 15
After the flesh; according to outward appearances, under the power of prejudice, with selfish motives and worldly ends. 

No man; chap John 3:17; John 12:47. 

Verse 16
I am not alone; in my judgment. The Father is always united with me in it. Compare chap John 5:30. 

Verse 17
The testimony of two men is true; Deuteronomy 17:6; Deuteronomy 19:15. Compare Matthew 18:16. He now returns to the human rule of trying testimony. 

Verse 18
I am one that beareth witness-the Father that sent me beareth witness; his case is like that of an ambassador fully accredited by him who sends him. The testimony of such an ambassador is valid according to the human rule of judgment. 

Verse 19
If ye had known me-known my Father also; the union between him and his Father was such, that to know the one was also to know the other. Compare chap John 14:9-10. We may have the Bible and all the means of grace, and yet be ignorant of the character of God, of Jesus Christ, and of the way of life through him. This is not because they are not plainly revealed, but because opposition to them blinds the mind, hardens the heart, and prevents the right apprehension of divine truth. 

Verse 20
The treasury; the apartment in which was kept the money for the support of the temple service. 

His hour; chap John 7:30. 

Verse 21
My way; chap John 7:33. 

Verse 23
From beneath; earthly and sensual. 

From above; heavenly and divine. 

Verse 24
I am he; the Messiah. 

Verse 26
Many things; he might say much more, but he confined himself to those things which would be useful, and which he was commissioned of the Father to declare. 

Verse 28
Lifted up the Son of man; upon the cross. Another of the obscure hints which the Saviour was in the habit of giving concerning the manner of his approaching death and its mighty results. The Jews raised him upon the cross to destroy him; but God made this the way of raising him to universal dominion. Compare chap John 12:32. 

Nothing of myself; nothing in opposition to, but all things in accordance with the appointment and will of the Father. 

Verse 31
Continue in my word; continue to believe my declarations and obey my commands. 

Disciples indeed; true disciples. The only sure test of love to Christ is continued belief of his word and obedience to his commands. 

Verse 32
Shall make you free; under the idea of freedom, our Lord includes two things: first, deliverance from the dominion of sin; secondly, the condition of sonship as contrasted with that of servants. Both of these he explains in the following verses. 

Verse 33
Abraham’s seed; and therefore not servants, but freemen. 

Were never in bondage; they probably refer, not to their national servitudes, which were notorious to all; but to the civil freedom secured to Abraham’s seed by the law of Moses. According to this, a Hebrew could not be reduced to the condition of a bond-servant. Leviticus 25:39-46. 

Verse 35
Abideth ever; not permanently; he is liable at any time to be dismissed. 

Abideth ever; he has a permanent residence, and is heir to the estate. The son is here, first, the Son of God, who dwells with the Father, and is "heir of all things," Hebrews 1:2; secondly, every one whom the Son of God makes him a child of God, and a joint-heir with himself to the heavenly inheritance. Romans 8:17. 

Verse 36
If the Son; the Son of God, who abides in his Father’s house for ever, and to whom he has committed all power over it. 

Free indeed; for ye shall not only be delivered from the bondage of sin and its punishment, but made sons of God with and through Christ, and have an everlasting home with him in his Father’s house. 

Verse 37
Abraham’s seed; literally they were, but not spiritually, not in the sense in which the promises to him were made. Genesis 12:3; Genesis 18:18; Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:14; Galatians 3:16-18; Galatians 3:29. 

My word hath no place; they would not receive his truth. 

Verse 38
Seen with my Father; what is in accordance with the will of God the Father. 

Your father; verse John 8:44. 

Verse 39
If ye were Abraham’s children; if ye were like him in faith and practice. 

Verse 41
We be not born of fornication; perceiving that Jesus uses the word father in a spiritual sense, they reply that they are no spurious race sprung from idolaters, but are the true children of God, since they and their fathers have worshipped him only. With the Hebrews, idolatry was spiritual fornication. 

Verse 43
My speech; my manner of discourse and its true meaning. 

Cannot hear my word; that is, my doctrine. The reason why they could not was the perverse state of their hearts, as is taught in the next verse. 

Verse 44
The lusts of your father; they would comply with his wishes in seeking to murder Christ. 

A murderer from the beginning; the first work of the devil on earth was to seduce our first parents into sin, whereby they and all their posterity were made subject to death. In this he was born a murderer and a liar. 

The father of it; he uttered the first lie in Eden. In opposing Christ and rejecting his truth, wicked men imitate the devil, and exert an influence which tends to destroy themselves and their fellow-men. 

Verse 46
Convinceth me of sin; convicteth me of falsehood, or any thing wrong. 

Verse 47
He that is of God; that loves him, and is like him in spirit. 

Verse 48
A Samaritan; to a Jew one of the most disgraceful epithets that could be used. The Samaritans were greatly hated and despised as heretics and schismatics. 

Verse 50
One that seeketh and judgeth; the Father would honor him, and condemn them. 

Verse 51
Never see death; spiritual and eternal death; not perish in his sins. 

Verse 54
If I honor myself; if what I say of my office is not sustained by God’s accompanying testimony. 

My Father that honoreth me; he confirms what I say of myself. 

Verse 56
Rejoiced to see my day; to hear of and obtain clear views of the coming of Christ. 

Verse 58
I am; this denotes eternal self-existence. Exodus 3:14; John 1:1; John 1:3; Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:6; Hebrews 1:8; Revelation 1:8. As Jesus Christ is truly and eternally divine, his kindness, compassion, and grace, in coming into the world, taking upon him human nature, and dying upon the cross, surpass all finite comprehension, and lay upon all to whom he is revealed unspeakable obligations to love and obey him. 

Verse 59
Stones to cast at him; because he, being man, claimed to be also God. Romans 9:5. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 3
Neither; neither his sin nor theirs was the cause of his blindness. 

That the works of God; the man was born blind, that Christ, by performing the divine work of healing him, might show himself to be God. God so orders things in his providence as best to display the true character of the Saviour; and men are sometimes left to suffer sore trials, that they may see his goodness, and magnify his power and grace in the removal. 

Verse 4
I must work; the works of God-perform divine works. 

While it is day; while I live on earth. 

The night; death, which was to the Saviour the close of his earthly ministry. 

Verse 5
I am the light of the world; the spiritual light of the world. This he says with reference to the natural light which he is about to restore to the blind man, and which was a striking symbol of the inward illumination that he gives to the souls of them that believe on him. 

Verse 7
Pool of Siloam; this pool or reservoir was in the south-east part of Jerusalem, at the mouth of the narrow valley separating mount Zion from the hill Ophel. Its water comes from a subterranean channel, from a fountain higher up on the east side of Ophel. Luke 13:4. 

Sent; the meaning of the Hebrew word Siloam. Some think it was so called because its water was sent, that is, conducted to its place by the subterranean channel just named. 

Verse 16
Keepeth not the Sabbath-day; he did not keep it as the Pharisees directed, but he did keep it according to the letter and spirit of the fourth commandment. 

A sinner; a transgressor of God’s law. 

Verse 21
He is of age; old enough to answer for himself. 

Verse 22
Put out of the synagogue; excluded from the people and worship of God-excommunicated. Tyrants in church and state try by pains and penalties to prevent men from embracing the truth. They appeal not to reason and conscience, but to force. They labor to preclude inquiry, stifle private judgment, and in many cases prevent those under their control from receiving the instruction afforded by the providence and word of God. 

Verse 24
The praise; the praise of healing him. 

Verse 33
Do nothing; do no miracle. 

Verse 34
Cast him out; of the synagogue. 

Verse 35
Jesus Christ especially regards those who suffer for his sake, and will manifest himself to them in such a way as to lead them to worship and adore him. For the temporary enmity of men, they will be abundantly recompensed by the everlasting friendship of God. 

Verse 39
For judgment; that those who feel their spiritual blindness, and apply to me for sight, may receive it; and that those who do not, but proudly imagine that they see enough already, and reject my aid, may sink in deeper darkness, and be more blind than ever. The effect upon men of Christ’s teaching, is according to their treatment of it. This depends very much on their views of themselves, and of their need of his aid. If they feel that they are spiritually blind, and apply to him for sight, they will receive it; while others who view his help as needless, and think they see and know enough already, will remain in darkness, and their sin and consequent punishment be greater than if Christ had never come. 

Verse 41
If ye were blind; had no opportunity or capacity for receiving spiritual light. 

Ye should have no sin; comparatively; your sin would be much less. 

We see; you pride yourselves on your knowledge of divine things, yet you reject me and God’s revelation concerning me, and therefore remain ignorant, unpardoned, and in aggravated guilt. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
The theme of this chapter is the character and office of the good shepherd of God’s spiritual fold, of which Christ himself is the great example. The reader should study, in connection with it, Jeremiah 23:1-6; and especially Ezekiel 34:1-31. 

Entereth not by the door; the Saviour has in view men like the scribes and Pharisees, who usurp dominion over the fold of God, and rule the flock with cruelty and selfishness for their own private ends. The door is not yet directly Christ, for he too enters the fold by the door; but rather, in a more general sense, the Father, and his appointment. To enter the fold by the door, is to come in accordance with God’s will, in respect not merely to outward order, but to spirit also. None are true disciples or ministers of Christ who do not believe in him and obey his commands. All others who enter the Christian church or ministry are false and selfish. Instead of aiding, they hinder the progress of his cause. 

Verse 2
He that entereth in by the door; every true shepherd. Christ, the chief Shepherd, must not be excluded; for he is an example to all the under shepherds in this respect also, that he has entered the fold by the door. Compare chap John 8:42; John 12:49. 

Verse 3
The porter; the door-keeper. As he comes by God’s authority, God’s providence prepares the way for him, and God’s Spirit sets his seal to his labors. 

By name; an allusion to the practice of eastern shepherds, who give names to their sheep. 

Verse 4
Real Christians have spiritual discernment and relish of the great truths of the gospel. No instruction, however plausible or learned, which denies or omits the doctrine of Christ crucified, as a divine atoning Saviour, satisfies them, commends itself to their conscience, if enlightened, or meets their wants as sinners. 

Verse 5
Strangers; false, irreligious teachers. 

Verse 6
Understood not; the meaning of what he had been saying. He therefore proceeded to explain it, and in so doing he changed the figure somewhat, representing himself as the door. 

Verse 7
I am the door; as the Father is the door to Christ, so he himself is the door to the under-shepherds and to all the sheep. Through him alone can men enter his church or the ministry which he has appointed. 

Verse 8
Came before me; without entering the door. See note to verse John 10:1. 

The sheep did not hear them; the truly pious did not receive their false doctrines, or imitate their corrupt examples. 

Verse 9
Find pasture; receive spiritual food, satisfying good. 

Verse 10
The thief; one who takes the emoluments of the sacred office without performing its spiritual duties, and seeks his own aggrandizement, not the salvation of souls. 

Life; spiritual, eternal life. 

Verse 11
I am the good Shepherd; in respect to the power of admission to God’s fold, Christ has declared himself to be the door; in respect to his care over those within the fold, he now, by another change of the figure, calls himself "the good Shepherd"-the Shepherd of shepherds and of the flock, and the source of good to all. 

Verse 12
A hireling; one whose great object in preaching is his own interest. 

The wolf; the enemy of God and his people. 

Verse 14
I-know my sheep, and am known of mine; the knowledge of Christ and his people is mutual, and it is a knowledge of deep love and interest. The union between Christ and his people is intimate and unfailing. It resembles, in many respects, that between the Father and the Son. It is the fruit of the Spirit, and all the persons in the Godhead are engaged to perpetuate, increase, and render it eternal. 

Verse 16
Not of this fold; those who as yet knew not God, especially from gentile nations. Isaiah 56:8. 

Verse 18
No man taketh it; no man had power to take his life till he should voluntarily surrender himself to crucifixion and death. 

This commandment have I received; he was commissioned of God to die for the sins of men, and rise again for their justification. He had the power, disposition, and right to do these things. 

Verse 20
Is mad; beside himself, through the influence of an evil spirit. 

Verse 22
Feast of the dedication; this was a feast instituted by Judas Maccabaeus about one hundred and sixty-five years before Christ, in commemoration of the purification of the temple, and its renewed dedication to the worship of Jehovah, after it had been desecrated by idol-worship and the offering in it of swine’s flesh, by Antiochus Epiphanes king of Syria. It began on the 25th day of their month Chisleu, or the 15th of our December, and continued eight days. Josephus, Ant. b. 12, chapter 11; 1 Maccabees 4:52-59; 2 Maccabees 10:1-8. 

Verse 23
Solomon’s porch; a portico on the east side of the temple. 

Verse 25
The works; miracles. 

Bear witness; prove me to be the Messiah. 

Verse 26
Not of my sheep; not my true followers. The reason why some who hear the gospel reject it and discard its fundamental truths, is, they have not the temper which the gospel inculcates, and do not perform the duties which it requires. 

Verse 29
Is greater than all; see note to chap John 14:28. 

Verse 30
I am my Father; the Jews rightly understood him to call God his Father, and himself the Son of God, in such a sense that he was equal with God. Compare chap. John 5:18. 

Are one; in nature, counsel, will and operation. 

Verse 33
Makest thyself God; claimest to be divine, equal with the Father. 

Verse 34
Your law; the Old Testament scriptures. Psalms 82:6. 

Verse 35
Unto whom the word of God came; who were appointed and commissioned to act as his agents in ruling and administering justice in his stead among men. 

Cannot be broken; cannot be set aside as speaking improperly when it calls magistrates gods on account of their office. The term is always used in such a connection as shows that they were but men. 

Verse 36
Sanctified; set apart to the office of the Redeemer of lost men. 

Sent into the world; to do the work of the Messiah. 

Because I said, I am the Son of God; the argument is from the less to the greater: If mere men were called gods because the word of God came to them, how much more may he who is one with the Father, and whom the Father has set apart and sent into the world as the Saviour of men, call himself the Son of God. He goes on to show that his works justify him in taking to himself this title. 

Verse 37
The works of my Father; divine works-the works of God. 

Believe me not; admit not my claim to be the Son of God. Jesus Christ, by the performance of divine works, proved himself to be divine, the Messiah, the Son of God, the Saviour of men. His claiming this character, therefore, instead of being blasphemy, as the Jews asserted, was acting in accordance with truth; and lovers of truth who embrace him in this character, know that it belongs to him. They pay him divine honors, not in derogation of, but to the glory of the Father. Philippians 2:10-11; Hebrews 1:6; Revelation 5:12-13. 

Verse 38
Believe not me; that is, my declaration concerning myself. 

The Father is in me, and I in him; that we are one, as I declared to you, verse John 10:30. 

Verse 39
They sought again to take him; because he still claimed to be the Messiah, the Son of God, truly divine-because he claimed to be what John, under the guidance of the Holy Ghost, at the beginning of this gospel declared him to be, God-in the language of Paul, "over all, God blessed for ever." Romans 9:5. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
Bethany; on the side of the mount of Olives, about two miles from Jerusalem. Matthew 21:17. 

Verse 2
Mary; Matthew 26:7; Mark 14:3. 

Verse 4
This sickness is not unto death; not to a death from which he should not be quickly raised to life. 

Might be glorified; by raising Lazarus from the dead. The dispensations of Providence, as well as the instructions of the Bible, are designed to glorify the Son of God, by leading men to honor him as truly divine. 

Verse 6
In the same place; Bethabara, chap John 1:28; John 10:40; on the east side of the Jordan, about thirty miles north-east of Jerusalem. 

Verse 9
Twelve hours in the day; an appointed season for me and all men to do the work assigned to us by God. 

Walk in the day-stumbleth not; if, in its proper season, a man does that to which God calls him, he is safe, because under God’s protection. The man who makes it his object to learn the will of God, and to do it, however it may affect him and his condition in this world, is like one who travels in the daytime, when he can see objects distinctly, and treat them according to their character. But a man whose great object is himself, and who seeks supremely earthly things, is like one who travels in the night, without sun, moon, or stars. He is in darkness, and liable every moment to fall and perish. 

Verse 10
If a man walk in the night, he stumbleth; if, through fear or selfishness, he neglect the work appointed him by God till the proper time is past, he can no longer perform it in safety. 

Verse 16
Thomas-Didymus; these two words, one Hebrew, the other Greek, mean a twin. 

Die with him; with Jesus. Let us go with him, if it cost us our lives. 

Verse 18
Fifteen furlongs; a little less than two miles. See note Luke 24:13. 

Verse 23
Thy brother shall rise again; a declaration designedly so worded that it should have a double fulfilment, the present raising of Lazarus being a pledge of the second fulfilment at the general resurrection. 

Verse 25
I am the resurrection; the author of the resurrection, and the giver of temporal and eternal life. 

Though he were dead; more exactly, though he die. The Saviour has in mind the case of those who have, like Lazarus, suffered natural death. 

Yet shall he live; his soul shall still live in blessed communion with God. To the believer, whose soul is made alive by union with God through Christ, the death of the body will be only a sleep, from which it shall be awakened at the resurrection, to a glorious immortality. 

Verse 26
Liveth; yet enjoys natural life. 

Shall never die; the death of the soul. In this and the preceding verse Jesus designedly overlooks the death of the body, as if it were only a sleep in the grave for a season; his design being to direct the thoughts of Martha to himself, as the giver of a higher life than that which he is about to bestow upon her brother. 

Verse 28
The Master; Matthew 23:8; Matthew 23:10. 

Verse 33
Was troubled; greatly moved with sympathy and sorrow. 

Verse 35
Jesus Christ tenderly and deeply sympathizes in human sorrow. He delights in soothing hearts that trust in him, and turning their temporary mourning into everlasting joy. 

Verse 40
See the glory of God; as displayed in the mighty work he is about to perform. Compare verse John 11:4. 

Verse 42
Because of the people; his object in thus speaking to the Father in the hearing of the people was, that they might have this additional evidence that he and his Father were one, and that he did every thing in accordance with his Father’s will; that thus, in view of this new display of his life-giving power, they might be led to believe in him. 

Verse 45
Believed on him; as the Messiah. The exhibitions of Christ in his word and his works, are treated by different persons in very different ways. Some are led to trust in him as their Saviour, and give him their hearts. Others bitterly oppose him, and do what they can to hinder the progress of his cause. Thus, to one his teaching by being received becomes a savor of life unto life, and to another, by being rejected, a savor of death unto death. 

Verse 47
What do we? to prevent his increasing influence. 

Verse 48
Believe on him; and receive him as the expected king of Israel. This, they profess to fear, will bring upon them the wrath of the Romans. 

Take away both our place and nation; by the murder of Jesus, they sought to avert this evil. But in this very way they brought it upon themselves. The means which sinners use to save themselves from coming evils, only hasten their approach, and make them more terrible. 

Verse 49
Ye know nothing; nothing about the best way to prevent the people from embracing Jesus as the Messiah, and thus to preserve the nation from ruin. His idea was, that, innocent or guilty, it was best to kill him. 

Verse 50
It is expedient; he thought it better that Jesus should be put to death, than that the nation should be ruined, as the rulers said it would be if the people should follow Christ. 

Verse 51
He prophesied; though the above appears to have been his meaning, yet the Holy Spirit, through his words, expressed the momentous truth, that it was expedient that Jesus Christ, as the Saviour of lost men, should die, the just for the unjust-not for the Jewish nation only, but for all nations, propitiation for the sins of the world, that he might gather into heaven all who should believe and obey him. 

Verse 53
From that day; adopting the counsel of Caiaphas, they sought to kill him. 

Verse 54
The wilderness; the wilderness of Judea, that bordered on the Dead sea and the lower part of the Jordan valley. 

Verse 55
To purify themselves; according to the requirement in Leviticus 22:1-6. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 1
Bethany; chap John 11:1. 

Verse 2
Served; waited on the company. 

Verses 2-8
Christ’s feet anointed by Mary. Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9. 

Verse 3
Spikenard; an aromatic plant, from which was made a precious ointment. 

Verse 6
The bag; the purse which contained their money, and from which they assisted the poor. It is dangerous to be intrusted with public money, and those who are inclined to theft or fraud will often be placed in situations where they will be strongly tempted to commit it. The less our conduct is under the inspection of men, the more mindful we should be of the inspection of God, and the more careful to secure his approbation. 

Verse 10
Innocence is, in this world, no certain security against suffering. The greater a person’s influence for good, the greater may be his exposure, even from professed friends of God, to persecution and death. 

Verse 11
By reason of him; his presence was a standing proof that Jesus, who had raised him from the dead, was the Messiah. 

Verses 12-19
Christ rides into Jerusalem. Matthew 21:1-16; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44. 

Verse 16
Was glorified; had ascended to heaven. 

Verse 17
Bare record; they related what Jesus had done in raising Lazarus from the dead. 

Verse 18
Also met him; went out to meet him and accompany him into the city. 

Verse 19
Ye prevail nothing; nothing to stop his increasing influence among the people. All attempts to thwart the counsels of the Redeemer will be unavailing; and the efforts which men make to stop the progress of his cause, he will overrule for its advancement and prosperity. 

Verse 20
Certain Greeks; that is, as the original word implies, Gentiles using the Greek language. The word should be distinguished from, "Grecians," Acts 6:1; Acts 9:29, who are Jews by birth or descent, using the Greek language. 

Verse 23
The hour is come; the request of the Gentiles to see him he regards as a sign that the hour is at hand for the conversion of the gentile nations to himself. But this must be through his approaching suffering and death. 

The Son of man should be glorified; by his death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven. 

Verse 24
It abideth alone; remains a single kernel; its death is essential to its future life and increase: so the death of Christ was essential to the future increase and prosperity of his kingdom. Without that he could not become the Saviour of either Jews or Gentiles. 

Verse 25
Loveth his life; Matthew 10:39; Luke 9:24. 

Hateth his life in this world; loveth it less than he does spiritual and eternal life. These words contain a solemn intimation that for Christ’s disciples also, as well as for himself, the way to glory and eternal life is through suffering and self-denial. 

Verse 26
Let him follow me; in the way of suffering, as well as of obedience. 

Where I am, there shall also my servant be; he must be with me first in suffering, and then he shall be with me also in glory. 2 Timothy 2:11-12. 

Verse 27
This hour; the hour of suffering which was before him. 

For this cause; for the purpose of suffering, that men might be saved. 

Verse 28
I have; in the attestations which he had borne to Christ the Messiah. 

And will; in the miracles at his death, resurrection, and ascension to glory. 

Verse 30
For your sakes; that you might have this additional evidence that I am the Son of God, and always do that with which he is well pleased. 

Verse 31
The judgment of this world; the time when this world, which is opposed to me and under the power of Satan, is to be conquered and subdued to myself. 

Prince of this world; Satan. 

Cast out; conquered, so that his power on earth shall thenceforward decline, till he shall be utterly subdued. The efforts of Satan and wicked men to procure the death of Christ were overruled for the promotion of his glory, the salvation of his people, and the ruin of all who continued to oppose him. 

Verse 32
Lifted up; on the cross, as a sacrifice for the sins of men. 

Draw all men; chap John 3:14-15; John 6:44. 

Verse 34
Heard out of the law; learned from the Old Testament. Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 2:44; Daniel 7:14. 

Verse 35
The light; the Messiah, the source of all true spiritual knowledge. 

Walk; while you have the means of knowledge improve them, lest they be taken away. While men have opportunities to obtain spiritual knowledge they should diligently improve them, lest their opportunities cease, and they be left to ignorance, darkness and woe. 

Verse 36
Believe in the light; receive and obey my instructions, that you may be wise, and be instrumental in making others wise to salvation. 

Verse 38
The saying of Esaias; Isaiah 53:1, fulfilled in their rejection of Christ. 

Verse 39
They could not believe; it is said of Joseph’s brethren, that they could not speak peaceably to him, Genesis 37:4; and Christ said to the Jews, "How can ye believe, who receive honor one of another, and seek not the honor that cometh from God only?" John 5:44. The two things were incompatible. They must cease from the one in order to do the other. So here; as they would continue to love and cherish their sins, they could not, continuing this course, embrace the Messiah. The two things could not coexist. This was the reason why they should have renounced the one, and performed the other. But they would not do it. The prophecy of Isaiah showed that it was certain they would not. Isaiah 6:9-10. 

Verse 40
He hath blinded their eyes; by presenting to them truths which they would reject, their rejection bringing them into greater darkness. In a similar sense it is said, that Jesus Christ came into the world to set members of families at variance, by leading some to trust in him, while others on this account opposed them and sought their death. Matthew 10:21; Matthew 10:35-36. 

Verse 41
His glory; the glory of Christ, called by Isaiah the glory of Jehovah. Isaiah 6:1. 

Verse 42
Many believed on him; were convinced that he was the Messiah. 

Did not confess him; did not openly declare their belief. The regarding of the praise of men more than the praise of God, while it may consist with a speculative conviction that Jesus is the Christ, is incompatible with that hearty obedience to him which is essential to salvation: men cannot at the same time continue them both, and should, without delay, through the grace of God, renounce the one and perform the other. 

Verse 44
Not on me; not on me only, but also on my Father. 

Verse 45
He that seeth me, seeth him that sent me; chap John 10:30; John 10:38. 

Verse 47
I came not to judge; it was then his business to act not as judge, but as Saviour. 

Verse 48
The word; the gospel, according to their treatment of which men will be judged at the last day. 

Verse 49
Of myself; not of my own authority merely, but by the authority and appointment of the Father. Chap John 7:16-18. 

Verse 50
His commandment; the message which he has commanded me to deliver to men. 

Is life everlasting; to them who believe and obey it. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
Before the feast of the passover; our Lord ate the passover with his disciples on the evening of the Thursday before his crucifixion. Matthew 26:17; Mark 14:12; Luke 22:7. From the statement of John, chap John 18:28; John 19:14, some have inferred that, for reasons unknown to us-possibly from a difference in regard to the computation of time-a portion of the Jews, including the Jewish rulers, were in the habit of celebrating the passover one day later than the other portion. The love of Jesus Christ to his people is unchanging. They may therefore safely put their trust in him. Romans 8:37-39. 

Verse 2
Supper being ended; rather, supper having come; for after he had washed his disciples’ feet, he reclined again, verse John 13:12, and the supper went on, verse John 13:26. 

Verse 3
Knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; as much as to say, he performed this act of condescending love with the full consciousness of his divine dignity and the heavenly glory which awaited him. 

Verse 4
His garments; his mantle or outer garment. 

Verse 7
Knowest not now; but thou shalt know; the meaning or object of what he did. 

Verse 8
If I wash thee not; though the primary object of this washing, as explained by the Saviour himself, was to set his disciples an example of humility and love, he here uses it as a symbol of the spiritual cleansing which they must receive from him. Unless men are purified from the love and practice of sin by the Spirit of Christ, they have no interest in his salvation. 

Verse 9
Not my feet only; if this washing be necessary to my having a part with thee, let it extend to my whole person. 

Verse 10
He that is washed; that is, bathed, as the original implies, which here uses a different word from the preceding. The bathing represents "the washing of regeneration," which the apostles, with one exception, have already received. 

Save to wash his feet; which have been soiled in passing from the bath to his own home. This beautifully sets forth the daily cleansing which even regenerated men need from the defilement of daily life. 

Clean, but not all; washed in the bath or regeneration, with one exception. 

Verse 12
Know ye; do you understand the meaning? 

Verse 15
An example; of humility, condescension, and love. To inculcate the importance of these was his object in doing what was usually done by a servant. 

Verse 17
These things; the truths which he had been teaching them. In imitating the example of Christ, especially his humility, condescension, and kindness-in believing his declarations, trusting in his merits, and obeying his commands, men may be supremely and eternally blessed. 

Verse 18
The scripture; Psalms 41:9; strikingly fulfilled in Judas. 

Verse 19
Ye may believe; have new evidence that I am the Messiah, and continue to believe it. 

Verse 20
Whomsoever I send; as my minister. 

Verse 21
Christ is greatly grieved when any of his professed disciples so conduct as to injure themselves, dishonor him, and bring reproach on his cause. 

Verse 23
Leaning on Jesus’ bosom; the guests reclined on couches, each resting on his left elbow, with a pillow supporting his head, his face towards the table, and his feet towards the hinder part of the couch. As John lay next below Jesus, his head was in front of the Saviour’s bosom; and in asking a question, he would naturally turn his head over and lean it upon his Master’s breast. 

One of his disciples; John, the writer of this book. 

Verse 26
A sop-dipped; a piece of food dipped in the sauce used on that occasion. 

Verse 27
Entered into him; took full possession of him, and instigated him to carry out the purpose, already formed under his influence, of betraying his Master. Compare ver John 13:2. 

Verse 31
Is the Son of man glorified; the hour of his conflict with Satan was to be that of His triumph over him and exaltation to heaven. 

Verse 32
Glorify him; in his death, resurrection, and ascension, as the conqueror of death and hell. 

Verse 33
As I said; chap John 7:34. 

Verse 34
A new commandment; new as to its peculiar application to Christians, the clearness and power with which it was taught, and the motives with which it was enforced. One decisive evidence of love to Christ is love to his people. The manifestation of this, while it is among the brightest evidences of true religion, is also among the most powerful means of leading men to embrace it. Chap John 17:21. 

Verse 36
Thou shalt follow me; through death upon the cross, to heaven. Chap John 21:18-19. 

Verse 38
Net crow; Matthew 26:74; Luke 22:60. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
Be troubled; a season of great trial was just before them. But in passing through it, they must not lose their confidence in God or in him. Trust in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ his Son, is the great safeguard against troubles, and the all-sufficient support under them. 

Verse 2
In my Father’s house; in heaven. 

Many mansions; dwelling-places. 

I go to prepare a place for you; this going was begun by the Saviour’s death-after which he never abode permanently with his disciples-and completed at his ascension. His death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven, were all parts of the one act of going to the Father to prepare a place for his followers. 

Verse 3
Come again; the perfect fulfilment of this promise will be at Christ’s second coming, when the bodies of believers, being raised in glory, will be reunited with their spirits, and they received by Christ to the everlasting mansions prepared for them in heaven. But it has also a previous blessed fulfilment to the spirit of each true Christian when he leaves this world. Luke 16:22; Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Revelation 14:13. 

Verse 4
Wither I go; to the Father. 

The way ye know; to the Saviour the way was by death upon the cross, as he had often foretold his disciples. Compare note to verse John 14:3. To the disciples, the way was by faith in him, yet so that they too must follow him through death to the glory of heaven. Compare chap. John 13:36. 

Verse 6
I am the way; to God’s presence. 

The truth; the author and revealer of truth. 

The life; the author and giver of life, natural and spiritual. There is no way of access to the Father but through his Son Jesus Christ. Those, therefore, who willfully reject him, have no scriptural communion with God. 

Verse 7
Known my Father; the reason of this is, their oneness; he being the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his person. Chapter John 10:30; Hebrews 1:3. 

From henceforth ye know him; from this time onward begins your more perfect knowledge through me of the Father. It was in connection with the removal from the disciples of his personal presence, which was now just at hand, that the Comforter should be sent to teach them of Christ and the Father. 

Verse 8
Show us the Father; he meant an outward showing. 

Verse 10
Not of myself; not independently of, or in opposition to the Father, but from him; so that in me the Father himself speaks to you. 

He doeth the works; he gives them to me to do, chap John 5:36, and he is so present in me that my working is his working. 

Verse 12
Greater; greater in number, extent, and influence, by Christ’s power, and under the influence of the Spirit, which, after his ascension to heaven, he would give them. Mark 16:20; Acts 2:41. Faith in Jesus Christ is the means not only of justification and acceptance with God, but also of distinguished usefulness among men. 

Verse 13
In my name; in dependence on, and for the purpose of honoring him. 

Verse 14
Any thing; in accordance with his will, and which would be needful for the work to which he called them. 

Verse 16
Another, Comforter; another than myself, one who shall make good to you the loss of my personal presence. This is the first time that the word "Comforter" is applied, in the Scriptures, to the Holy Ghost. The Greek word, which occurs only in writings of John, means both advocate-as it is rendered in 1 John 2:1, where it is applied to Christ-and Comforter. The Holy Spirit is the Counsellor and Guide, as well as the Comforter of God’s people. 

Verse 17
The Spirit of truth; the Holy Spirit, who reveals the truth, and works in men to will and to do in obeying it. 

The world; men who seek earthly things as their chief good. 

Seeth him not; they have no spiritual view of him, do not feel their need of him, or seek his aid. 

In you; to enlighten their minds, purify their hearts, show them what they should do, and enable them to do it. 

Verse 18
Comfortless; literally, orphans, bereft of my presence, as children of the presence of their father. 

Come to you; spiritually, through the Comforter. 

Verse 19
Seeth me no more; that is, in my personal presence, the only way in which they are able to see me. 

Ye see me; spiritually. See below, ver John 14:21-23. 

Verse 20
At that day; when the Holy Spirit should come, and they should enjoy not the bodily, but the spiritual presence of the Redeemer. 

Verse 22
How is it; he supposed that Jesus spoke of his bodily presence. But after the Holy Ghost should come, he would remember and better understand the words of Christ. 

Verse 23
Love to Jesus Christ will lead a man to obey his commands, and will secure to him the illuminating, purifying, and blissful presence of both the Father and the Son. They shall dwell with him and he with them, and his habitual communion be truly with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ. 1 John 1:3. 

Verse 26
All things; all things which should be needful to fit them for the duties of their office. 

Bring all things to your remembrance; in such a way that he should, at the same time, enlighten them as to their true meaning. 

Verse 27
Peace I leave with you; as my parting gift. The allusion is to the Hebrew form of benediction, which is, "Peace be with you." My peace; that which resembles his own, and which he alone can give: "the peace of God, which passeth all understanding." Philippians 4:7. 

Not as the world giveth; their benedictions are empty and inefficacious; but mine are sincere and powerful. The consequences of thus dwelling and communing with the Father and the Son, are peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, and good hope, through grace, that when absent from the body, they shall be present with the Lord, beholding his glory and rejoicing in his love. Such a one, therefore, need not fear, though the earth be removed, and the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea, though the waters roar and are troubled, and the mountains shake with the swelling thereof; for he will be kept in perfect peace, his mind being stayed on God. 

Verse 28
Greater than I; not in nature, but in condition. He is in a glorious and exalted state; I am in a humble and lowly condition, and if ye loved me, ye would rejoice in my going to him, for I shall then be in the same glorious and exalted state in which he is, and in which I was before creation. Chap John 17:5. From that state of glory he would send them the Holy Ghost, and accomplish all which he had promised. When Christ speaks of the Father as greater than himself, he refers not to his own nature, but to his office, condition, and work as Mediator; and it implies no inferiority in his original dignity, wisdom, power, and glory. 

Verse 29
Have told you; of my departure from you by the death of the cross. 

Ye might believe; that is, more fully: might have your faith in me greatly strengthened by witnessing the fulfilment of my words. 

Verse 30
Prince of this world; the devil. 

Nothing in me; no sin or weakness of which he can take advantage. The devil would not succeed in his object, but would only help to show that Jesus was the Messiah. 

Verse 31
But that the world may know; fill out this clause thus: But this conflict with the prince of this world is permitted that the world may know, etc. In it they are to see an example of my obedience to the Father, even unto death. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1
The true vine; figuratively and spiritually. 

Husbandman; keeper of the vineyard. 

Verse 2
Every branch in me; professed disciple. 

That beareth not fruit; does not live a holy life. 

Purgeth it; in the original, cleanseth it; that is, by pruning, which here represents all the discipline to which Christ subjects his disciples. 

Verse 3
Now ye are clean; pruned, and thus spiritually purified and made fruitful. The word "clean" is used with reference to the word "purgeth" or cleanseth, in verse John 15:2. 

Verse 4
Abide in me, and I in you; the union between Christ and his disciples is mutual. They abide in him by faith, love, and obedience. He abides in them through the Holy Spirit, as the source of their spiritual life, light, and strength. Compare Philippians 2:12-13. 

Verse 5
The union of the branch to the vine by a vital communication is no more essential to its life and fruitfulness, than the union of souls to Christ, by receiving and trusting in him as the Saviour, is to their holiness and bliss. 

Verse 6
Cast forth as a branch; cut off and cast away as a useless branch. This separation of the unfruitful branches takes place in a measure only in this world. It will be completed at the judgment-day. Compare the parable of the tares in the field. Matthew 13:24-30; Matthew 13:36-43. 

Verse 7
It shall be done; your prayers offered according to the will of God, shall be answered. 

Verse 9
Continue ye in my love; by continuing to obey my will. 

Verse 11
That my joy might remain in you; that you might have, in union with me, that joy which I have in union with the Father. 

Might be full; namely, by having my joy abiding in you. 

Verse 12
My commandment; chap John 13:34. 

Verse 15
I call you not servants; do not treat you as servants in merely commanding you, but as friends, in communicating to you my plans, and the reasons of them. 

Verse 16
Ye have not chosen me; they had not first chosen him, but he had chosen them; and their choice of him was the fruit of his choice of them. 1 John 4:19. 

Ordained you; set you apart to the work to which I have called you. 

That your fruit should remain; that the precious results of your holy labor should remain to the world for all time, and to yourselves and the souls saved by your instrumentality throughout eternity. 

That whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father; to be connected, like the preceding clause, immediately with "I have ordained you." The appointment that they should go and bring forth fruit, and that their prayers to the Father should be answered, are both parts of one whole. The originating cause of the salvation of men is not their love to God, or their choosing him as their portion, but his love to them, and his choosing them to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 2 Thessalonians 2:13; Ephesians 1:4-5. 

Verse 19
Of the world; governed by the principles and maxims of worldly men. 

Chosen you; to be my followers, and like me in character. 

Verse 20
The servant-his lord; Matthew 10:24-25. 

Verse 21
For my name’s sake; on account of your likeness and attachment to me. 

Know not him that sent me; and therefore have not known me nor you. Chap John 8:19. 

Verse 22
Had not had sin; to such a degree; because they would not have sinned against such great light. Luke 12:48. 

No cloak; no covering or excuse. 

Verse 23-24
Me-my Father; chap John 10:30; John 14:7; John 14:9. 

Verse 24
Such is the union between Christ and the Father, that as men treat the one, so they treat the other; and the greater the light which any have as to the character and will of God, the greater will be their guilt and condemnation, if they do not love and obey him. 

Verse 25
Their law; Psalms 35:19; Psalms 69:4; Psalms 109:3. 

Verse 26
He shall testify of me; to the integrity and divinity of my character, and to the truth and meaning of my teachings. 

Verse 27
Ye also; the apostles. 

From the beginning; the beginning of his public ministry. Matthew 4:17-22; Acts 1:21-22. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 1
Have I spoken unto you; forewarning you of the persecutions that shall come upon you. 

Offended; led to apostatize, or commit sin, to avoid suffering. 

Verse 2
Put you out of the synagogues; chap John 9:22. It is not enough that a man follow the dictates of conscience. His mind must be enlightened as to the will of God; and when he understands what that will is, he must be disposed to do it, or his conscience will not be a safe guide. 

Verse 4
I was with you; it was not then needful for them to know the trials that were coming upon them; but as he was to depart, it became needful that by looking to the Holy Spirit they might be prepared to meet them. 

Verse 5
Whither goest thou? this very question had been asked before, chap John 13:36, but in a different sense from that intended by our Lord. There the inquiry had respect simply to the place whither. Here it refers to the nature of the place, which is the right hand of God, and the great good thus to be secured for the disciples who remain behind for a season. 

Verse 7
Expedient; for the gift of the Spirit would be better for the church than the continued personal presence of Christ. Things which men exceedingly deprecate are often highly expedient; and God in accomplishing them consults not only his own glory, but their highest good, and the good of his kingdom. 

Verse 8
Reprove; convince. 

Verse 9
Of sin; especially the sin of rejecting the Saviour. 

Verse 10
Of righteousness; that he was perfectly righteous; and that his work was accepted of God as a ground for the justification of sinners. This was proved by his resurrection from the dead, and his ascension to heaven. 

Verse 11
Of judgment; that as Satan the god of this world was vanquished and condemned, so all his continued adherents will be, and have their part with him and his angels. Chap John 12:31; Matthew 25:41. 

Verse 12
Many things; with regard to the object and effects of his death, and the establishment and progress of his kingdom. 

Cannot bear them; they were not then prepared rightly to apprehend and properly to improve additional instruction. 

Verse 13
Into all truth; all that would be needful to a full revelation of the gospel. 

Not speak of himself; not in opposition to, but in accordance with the Father and the Son. Chap John 5:19; John 5:30-31; John 12:49-50. 

That shall he speak; he would communicate the will of the Father and the Son as far and as fast as the glory of God and the good of men would require. 

Verse 14
Glorify me; the effect of his teaching would be to honor the Saviour. 

Shall receive of mine; or, shall take of mine-shall take of the things that pertain to my person and work, which is the same thing as taking of things that pertain to the Father, since the Father and the Son are one in nature and counsel, and the Father has committed all things to the Son. These words give us one of the decisive tests by which true teaching may be distinguished from that which is false. All true teaching agrees with the testimony of the Holy Spirit in glorifying Christ. 

Verse 15
Are mine; Matthew 11:27; Matthew 28:18. 

Verse 16
A little while; the Saviour designedly puts these words into the form of a divine riddle, to be solved by the event. 

Ye shall not see me; because he would be removed from their presence by death. 

Ye shall see me; they should see him in his personal presence after his resurrection. This, however, should be only the earnest of a more glorious spiritual vision of him through the Comforter, after his ascension to heaven. Compare chap John 14:19. 

Because I do to the Father; it was by his death, resurrection, and ascension that Christ went to the Father, and these three events are here considered as constituting one whole. 

Verse 18
We cannot tell what he saith; cannot understand his meaning. 

Verse 20
Weep and lament; at his death. 

The world; wicked men. 

Turned into joy; by his resurrection and ascension, and the descent of the Holy Spirit. Men often weep at what will give them the greatest joy, and rejoice at that which will cause them the deepest sorrow. 

Verse 21
Remembereth no more the anguish; the time of Zion’s keenest anguish has always been the birth-time of her enlargement; and the time of the believer’s deepest sorrow, the birth-time of his highest and holiest joys. 

Verse 23
Ask me nothing; it would not be needful, as it then was, that they should make inquiries of him. The Holy Ghost would give them all needful instruction. 

Verse 24
Asked nothing in my name; they had not been accustomed before this to pray in the name of Christ; but after this they would be, and for his sake God would bestow whatever they needed. 

Verse 25
In proverbs; or parables-somewhat obscurely, and in such manner that they did not fully understand his meaning. 

The time cometh; after his resurrection, and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Plainly; he would more plainly instruct them by his Spirit, and they would more fully understand his truth. 

Verse 26
I say not-that I will pray the Father; that is, I say not this simply, but something more. The Saviour does not mean to deny that he will intercede with the Father for his disciples; but rather to lead their minds beyond this truth, which he had frequently stated, to another: that the Father is one with him in loving them, so that his intercession for them must prevail. 

Verse 27
The Father himself; of his own accord. 

Verse 30
By this we believe; he had in the last few verses so fully met their difficulties about his meaning in verse John 16:16, and that without their stating them, that they were more than ever convinced of his omniscience and Messiahship. 

Verses 30-32
Disciples of Christ may at some times possess and manifest strong confidence in him, and at others act as if they had none: were it not for his grace, all would utterly forsake him and perish. 

Verse 32
To his own; notwithstanding the strong faith in him which they had expressed, they would soon desert him and return to their homes, or places of abode; and so far as human friends were concerned, he would be left alone. 

Verse 33
In me; in living union with me. 

In the world; from the men and spirit of the world. 

Overcome; overcome all your enemies, and obtained for you eternal redemption from their power. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verse 1
These words; the words contained in the preceding chapters. 

The hour; the time for his suffering and death. 

Glorify thy Son; by sustaining him in his coming trials, and showing that he is indeed the Messiah. 

May glorify thee; in making known thy salvation, and preparing multitudes for glory. 

Verse 2
Power over all; for the salvation of his people. Matthew 28:18; John 5:21; John 6:37; John 6:40; John 10:15-16. 

Verse 3
This is life eternal; the right knowledge of God and Jesus Christ gives endless spiritual life to the soul. The knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ is as important to men as their eternal salvation. Hence, it is the duty of those who have this knowledge, to aid in imparting it to all people; and all laws, customs, and usages which tend to prevent this are wicked, and ought for ever to be done away. 

Verse 4
Glorified thee on the earth; by doing in all things what he was commissioned of the Father to do. 

Finished the work; the work to which he was appointed. 

Verse 5
Before the world was; Philippians 2:6. 

Verse 6
I have manifested thy name; thy whole character and attributes; for these are all comprehended in God’s name. 

The men; his disciples, especially the apostles. 

Verse 7
All things-are of thee; they understood the truth, which the Saviour had so often maintained against his persecutors, that all his mighty works were wrought not merely of himself, but in accordance with the commission he had received from the Father. Chap John 5:19; John 5:30; John 5:36; John 7:28; John 8:28; John 8:54; John 10:37-38; John 12:49. 

Verse 8
The words which thou gavest me; the instructions which he was commissioned to impart. The reception of the doctrines revealed, and the performance of the duties required by Jesus Christ, are evidences of our being given to him of the Father; they increase our knowledge of him and love to him as a Saviour, and awaken expectations which will not be disappointed, of dwelling with him for ever. 

Verse 9
I pray for them; his disciples. 

Not for the world; the wicked. He did not at this time pray for his enemies, but for his friends. 

Verse 10
I am glorified in them; on their side, by their reception of me as a Saviour, and committing themselves and all their interests to my guidance and disposal; on my side, by the manifestation which I make in them of my power and love, in sanctifying them, giving them the victory over the world and Satan, and bringing them to glory everlasting. 

Verse 11
Through thine own name; see note to verse John 17:6. 

Verse 12
I kept them in thy name; by the manifestation of thy character and will in my instructions and example. 

Son of perdition; Judas, whose ruin was foretold in the Scriptures. Psalms 109:8; Acts 1:20. Those manifestations of God by which he makes known his character and will, the duty and blessedness of serving him, and the sin and misery of neglecting him, are means by which he keeps his people with his mighty power, through faith unto salvation. 1 Peter 1:5. 

Verse 13
My joy; see note to chap John 15:11. 

Fulfilled; made perfect and lasting. 

Verse 14
There is a great difference between the spirit of the world and the spirit of Christ. One leads us to seek our chief good in earthly things, the other to seek it in learning and doing the will of God. 

Verse 17
Through thy truth; by giving them right views of truth, and leading them to obey it. As divine truth is the great means of sanctification, the more clearly it is understood and the more faithfully it is obeyed, the more holy men will be, the more lovely will be their character, and the greater their usefulness and enjoyment. 

Verse 19
I sanctify myself; consecrate and devote myself to my work, that they may be prepared and disposed to perform theirs. 

Verse 20
These; apostles, or those who were then disciples. 

Which shall believe; all who should become his disciples and followers. 

Verse 21
They all may be one; Christ brings all his true disciples into an inward living union with himself and the Father, and thus makes them all one with each other. 

That the world may believe that thou hast sent me; the manifestation in believers of this inward union of love and holiness, first with the Father and the Son, and then with one another, is to the world the most convincing proof of the truth of Christ’s mission. 

Verse 22
The glory; given him as a reward for his labors and sacrifices as Mediator. 

I have given them; by participation and promise, in order to their complete and perfect union to him and one another, that the world might see the excellence of his religion, and be led to embrace it. 

Verse 23
Increasing union of views, affections, and efforts among the disciples of Christ, will furnish increasing evidence of the divine excellence of his religion, and lead increasing numbers to embrace it. 

Verse 24
With me where I am; in heaven. The death of Christians is in answer to the prayers of Christ, and for the purpose of removing them to the perfect and everlasting enjoyment of his presence in heaven. 

Verse 25
Not known; not known so as to love and obey him. 

These; his apostles and disciples. 

Verse 26
Declared unto them thy name; made thee known to them. 

Will declare it; will more fully make thee known to them, to the increase of their love, union, and blessedness. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verse 1
These words; the words of the wonderful prayer which he had just offered. 

Cedron; or Kidron, a torrent-bed which ran through the valley of Jehoshaphat, on the east side of Jerusalem, between the city and the mount of Olives. It has water only in the rainy season. 2 Samuel 15:23. By communing with God in prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, a man is prepared to go forth, in His name and strength, to any duties or trials to which he is called. 

Verses 2-11
Jesus is betrayed. Matthew 26:47-56. 

Verse 4
The sufferings and death of Christ were all foreseen by him, and were perfectly voluntary. He carefully avoided committing himself to his enemies, or suffering them to take him before his time had come; but then he made no attempt to escape. He even went forth and met them, and committed himself to their disposal. He went as a lamb to the slaughter; as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth. Isaiah 53:7-8; Acts 8:32; Acts 8:35. 

Verse 6
Fell to the ground; prostrated themselves before him under the influence of his divine power. This showed that they were completely in his power; had he seen fit, he could easily have escaped their hands, or summoned legions of angels to his rescue. 

Verse 8
These; his disciples. Such was the love of Christ to his disciples, and such his delight in their enjoyment, that he was more ready to save them from their enemies, than to save himself from the agonies of the cross. 

Verse 9
Lost none; chap John 17:12. 

Verse 11
The cup; the sufferings which my Father hath appointed for me, shall I not endure them? 

Verse 13-14
Christ before Caiaphas. Chap John 11:49-52; Matthew 26:57. 

Verse 14
The words of Scripture sometimes have a twofold meaning. They may express a meaning which the speaker had in his own mind; they may also express a more important meaning, intended by the Holy Spirit, though the speaker did not apprehend that meaning. Others may afterwards apprehend, and be more benefited by this meaning, than by that which the speaker had in his mind. Chap John 11:49-52. 

Verse 15
Another disciple; supposed to be John, the writer of this gospel. 

Verse 16
Brought in Peter; into the hall or court, which was a square space open above, around which the palace was built. The chamber in which the trial of Jesus was going on was open in front, so that Peter could witness the trial, and Jesus could see Peter. Mark 14:66; Luke 22:61. 

Verse 19
Asked Jesus; questioned him, as if he and the Sanhedrin needed information on these points. 

Verse 20
Openly; Matthew 26:55. 

Verse 21
Ask them which heard me; this was the legal and proper way of gaining evidence. 

Verse 22
Men may violate law, commit injustice, and act the part of tyrants, out of professed regard to the ministers and institutions of religion; and while instigated by the devil and their own evil passions, they may think that they are serving God. Chap John 16:2. 

Verses 25-27
Peter’s denial. Matthew 26:69-75. 

Verse 28
Hall of judgment; the place where Pilate the Roman governor held his court. 

Lest they should be defiled; they would not enter this apartment of a Gentile, lest they should be unfitted to partake of the passover; so careful were they about contracting ceremonial pollution, while they were seeking to commit the most horrible crime. 

But that they might eat the passover; see not to chap John 13:1. Men may be very scrupulous as to the observance of outward ceremonies, yet very reckless as to the commission of enormous crimes. No outward profession or inward experience is evidence of piety, unless it lead men to hate known sin, and have respect to all God’s commandments. Psalms 66:18; Psalms 119:6.

Verses 28-40
Christ before Pilate. Matthew 27:1-25. 

Verse 30
Malefactor; an evil-doer, violater of law. 

Verse 31
Take ye him, and judge him; see note to chap John 19:6. 

Not lawful; the power to put one to death had been taken away from the Jews by the Roman government; and this was the reason why they sought to have Pilate condemn him. 

Verse 32
The saying of Jesus; crucifixion was a Roman punishment, while the Jewish punishment for the crime of which they accused him was that of stoning. Leviticus 24:11; Leviticus 24:15-16. By taking him to the Roman governor, they fulfilled his own prediction concerning the manner of his death. Matthew 20:19. 

Verse 33
Art thou the King of the Jews? this question was put in consequence of the Jews having charged him with pretending to be a king, which they said was rebellion against Caesar. Luke 23:2; John 19:12. 

Verse 34
Of thyself; have you observed any thing treasonable in me; or do you ask this question in consequence of what others have told you? 

Verse 35
Am I a Jew? as much as to say, Since I am not a Jew, I cannot be supposed to be acquainted with the controversy which thine own countrymen the Jews have with thee. I wish to hear from thine own mouth in respect to this charge of making thyself a king. 

Verse 36
Not of this world; not an earthly kingdom. The kingdom of Jesus Christ is a spiritual kingdom. He reigns by truth and love over the hearts and lives of men. the friends of truth obey his voice, and find in doing it great reward. 2 Corinthians 4:2; Psalms 19:11. 

Verse 37
Art thou a king then? a king of any sort? Thou sayest; this was equivalent to replying, I am a king. He then proceeded to show what kind of a king he was; one who came into the world to make known the truth, and to govern men not by force, but by spiritual influence. Pilate saw that his claims were no crime against the Roman government, and hence said, 

Verse 38
What is truth? by this question Pilate manifested both his ignorance of our Lord’s meaning, and his indifference in respect to His doctrine. 

I find in him no fault; this the Holy Ghost caused to be written on an imperishable record, that it might stand an eternal monument of the falsehood of the Jews, and the perfect innocence of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 39
Ye have a custom; Matthew 27:15. 

Verse 40
Not this man, but Barabbas; Pilate had asked them which they would have him set at liberty, Barabbas or Christ. Matthew 27:17. Barabbas was guilty of sedition, the crime which they wrongfully charged upon Jesus; he was also a robber and a murderer. Yet they preferred him to the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. Mark 15:7; Luke 23:19; Luke 23:25. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-3
Scourged him; apparently hoping by this punishment to satisfy the Jews. Compare Luke 23:22. 

Christ scourged and mocked. Matthew 27:26-31; Mark 15:15-20. 

Verse 6
Take ye him, and crucify him; said in irony by Pilate, and so understood by the Jews. Compare chap John 18:31. 

Verse 7
We have a law; Leviticus 24:16. Pilate having pronounced him not guilty of sedition, of which they had accused him, they went back to the charge of blasphemy, on which he had been condemned by the council. Matthew 26:63-66. 

Verse 8
He was the more afraid; this was to Pilate a new charge. He saw that the Jews were resolved to kill him, though innocent; and as he claimed to be the Son of God, he was therefore more anxious to release him. His wife also had sent to him to have nothing to do with that just man, for she had suffered many things in a dream because of him. Matthew 27:19. Men who do, or consent to others’ doing what they know to be wrong, are always liable to great and distressing fears. Conscience condemns them; and though it sometimes sleeps, it may at any moment awake and fill them with terror. 

Verse 9
Whence art thou? what is thine origin, human or divine? No answer; Jesus had given all needful information about himself, and he did not think proper to add to it. 

Verse 11
Given thee from above; the power of the civil magistrate is from God, and to God he is accountable for the use of it. 

He that delivered me; Caiaphas, as high-priest, representing the Jewish council. 

The greater sin; guilty as Pilate was, the Jewish council was still more guilty. They had not only abused the power which God gave them, but were urging Pilate to abuse his; and they were doing it under greater light than he had. Judicial authority and power are gifts of God, for the use of which men are accountable to him; and injustice committed by magistrates under the cover of law, is among the most wicked of all transgressions. 

Verse 12
Not Caesar’s friend; Tiberius Caesar, then emperor of Rome. Finding that Pilate would not condemn Jesus for blasphemy, they returned to the former charge, of rebellion against the Roman government, and contended that if he released Jesus he was an enemy to Caesar. He might therefore be complained of to the emperor, who was a very jealous and cruel man; and he might thus lose his office, perhaps his life. This induced him to proceed with the trial. 

Verse 13
Sat down in the judgment-seat; the place for passing sentence on criminals. He did this for the purpose of condemning Jesus. He loved his office more than his duty; and feared the loss of it more than the commission of judicial murder. 

Pavement-Gabbatha; an elevated place, paved with costly stones. 

Verse 14
The preparation; the preparation for the next day, which was the Sabbath, and the great day of the Jewish Passover. Mark 15:42. 

About the sixth hour; not far from noon. Mark says the third hour, or nine o’clock in the morning. Mark 15:25. The whole proceedings took several hours, and the different evangelists refer to different periods of the transactions. 

Verses 16-22
Christ crucified. Matthew 27:32-35. 

Verse 22
I have written; the meaning of this was, that what he had written he would not alter. 

Verse 23-24
The actions of wicked men, as well as of good men, are a fulfilment of the Scriptures. Though they mean not so, neither do their hearts think so, yet they are evidences to the truth of God’s declarations, and that in due time they will all be accomplished. Isaiah 10:7.

Christ’s garments divided. Matthew 27:35; Psalms 22:18. 

Verse 26
The disciple; John, chap John 13:23. 

The son; one who will henceforth treat thee as his mother, and supply thy wants. 

Verse 27
The duty of filial affection, and of the most ready and conscientious discharge of relative duties, was taught by Jesus Christ amidst the agonies of the cross; and no one can imitate him who is not kind to his mother, and who does not, as he has ability and she has need, provide for the supply of her wants. 

Verse 28
The scripture; Psalms 69:21. 

Verse 30
It is finished; his work of suffering for human salvation. 

Gave up the ghost; dismissed the soul from its connection with the body. Matthew 27:50. 

Verse 31
A high day; a great day-one of peculiar solemnity. 

Their legs might be broken; to hasten their death, so that they might be taken from the cross before the Sabbath. 

Verse 35
He that saw it; John. 

Bare record; to a fact that established beyond doubt the real death of Jesus. 

Verse 36
The scripture; Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12. 

A bone of him shall not be broken; these words, originally spoken of the paschal lamb, which was the type of Christ, were now fulfilled in the great antitype. The providences of God are so ordered as to be a fulfilment of his word; and both unite in proclaiming that his counsel shall stand, and that he will do all his pleasure. Isaiah 46:10. 

Verse 37
Another scripture; Zechariah 12:10. 

Verses 38-42
Christ’s burial. Matthew 27:57-61. 

Verse 39
Nicodemus; chap John 3:1-2. 

Verse 42
Nigh at hand; near the place where he was crucified. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verse 1
Mary Magdalene; Matthew 28:1. Believing woman, last at the cross and first at the tomb, has often manifested quenchless love for the Redeemer, and dauntless courage in his cause. 

Verse 2
The other disciple; John. 

Verse 8
He saw, and believed; that Jesus was risen from the dead. The fact that the grave-clothes had all been left in the tomb, arranged in orderly manner, convinced him that the body of Jesus had not been taken away by friends or foes. 

Verse 9
For as yet they knew not; as much as to say, They needed this evidence of sight to convince them, because they did not yet understand the Scriptures. 

The scripture; Psalms 2:7; Psalms 16:9-10; Psalms 110:1; Acts 2:25-36; Acts 13:33. 

Verse 11
We are often distressed and weep at that which springs from and is the manifestation of infinite love, and which will best promote the glory of God and the everlasting good of men. 

Verse 14
Christ is often much nearer to us, and much better acquainted with our condition, than we imagine; and he can easily so manifest himself that our weeping shall be turned to joy, and our mourning to praise. 

Verse 15
Supposing him to be the gardener; the keeper of the garden in which the body of Jesus was buried. Matthew 27:60. 

Verse 16
After his resurrection, Christ first showed himself to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils; not to Mary his mother. He would not by word or deed do any thing to countenance the superstitious reverence and idolatrous worship which has since been offered to the Virgin. 

Verse 17
Touch me not; when Christ met the two women, Matthew 28:9, they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. Mary might now be approaching for this purpose. But Jesus wished her without delay to go and tell his disciples that he was risen from the dead. She would have opportunity before his ascension for all proper expressions of her regard for him. 

Verse 19
The same day at evening; the first day of the week, which was from that time, and has ever since been observed as the Lord’s day, the Christian Sabbath. Verse John 20:26; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2; Revelation 1:10. 

From the resurrection of Christ to the present time, his people have assembled for public worship on the first day of the week, and while thus assembled he has often manifested himself to them as he does not to the world, and kindly spoken peace to the souls. 

Verse 20
He showed unto them his hands; to convince them that he was certainly raised from the dead. Christ appealed to and admitted the correctness of the judgment of our senses. To these the evidences of his miracles and of his resurrection were addressed. By these it was known with perfect certainty, that his miracles were real, and his resurrection true; by these also it is known, with equal certainty, that the doctrine of transubstantiation is false. 

Verse 21
Send I you; to proclaim the gospel, and make known the way of salvation. 

Verse 22
Receive ye the Holy Ghost; this was to fit them for their work. Jesus Christ, by his Spirit, will furnish his ministers for the discharge of all the duties to which he calls them; and they may at all times with affectionate confidence look to him for all needed aid. 

Verse 23
Remit-retained; the same power and authority are here conferred equally upon all the apostles, and no one is in any respect raised above another. The power conferred was, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost, to declare the way in which men can be pardoned, sanctified, and saved. Matthew 16:19; Matthew 18:18. 

Verse 24
Thomas; chap John 11:16. 

Verse 25
Except I shall see; this shows how difficult it was to convince even the disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead. 

Verse 26
After eight days; on the next Lord’s day. 

Verse 27
Reach hither thy finger; this showed that Jesus knew what Thomas had said. 

Verse 28
My Lord and my God; this was addressed to Jesus Christ, and was commended by him as a just expression of true faith. Jesus Christ approves of being addressed by his people as their Lord and their God. The more they become acquainted with him, the deeper is their conviction that this is his true character, and the more do both affection and duty lead them thus to adore him. Chap John 5:23. 

Verse 29
Blessed are they; they who like Thomas believe in Christ, and though they have not seen him, acknowledge him as their Lord and their God. 

Verse 30
Signs; miracles in proof of his divinity, and his resurrection from the dead. 

Verse 31
Ye might believe; exercise living faith in Christ, and through this faith be justified, sanctified, and saved. As the object of God in causing his truth to be written and printed was, that men might believe and be saved, all should be taught, and should be disposed to read it. It was given in this form to promote the salvation of men, and is often rendered effectual by the Holy Spirit for this purpose. It should therefore, without hinderance and without delay, be circulated among all people. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verse 1
Sea of Tiberias; the same as the sea of Galilee and the lake of Gennesaret. Matthew 4:18; Matthew 26:32; Matthew 28:10; Mark 14:28; Mark 16:7. 

Verse 2
Of his disciples; Matthew 4:21; Matthew 10:2-4. 

Verse 3
Our wants are to be supplied through our own voluntary and active instrumentality. Due attention to worldly concerns is required, and is acceptable to Jesus Christ. When rightly employed in secular business, men are serving him as really as when employed in religious duties, and will equally meet his approbation. 

Verse 5
Meat; the word in the original means something eaten with bread, as flesh or fish. 

Verse 6
For success in our worldly business we are dependent upon God; and whenever we receive earthly blessings it is from him, who openeth his hand and supplieth the wants of every living thing. Psalms 145:15-16. 

Verse 7
That disciple; John. 

Was naked; without his outer garment, as was common with fishermen. 

Verse 8
Two hundred cubits; about twenty rods. 

Verse 9
A fire of coals-fish; which had been miraculously provided by the Lord. 

Verse 12
Dine; the original word was applied to a meal taken in the early part of the day. 

Verse 14
The third time; the third time that he appeared to the apostles when together. When ministers of Christ follow his directions, they will have abundant evidence of the truth of all his declarations; so that in addressing others on the great concerns of salvation, they may speak of what they know, and testify to what they have seen of the manifestations of his power and grace. 

Verse 15
More than these? more than the other disciples, as Peter had intimated that he did. Matthew 26:33; John 13:37. 

Lambs; the tender and feeble followers of Christ the great and good Shepherd. Chap John 10:11-16. 

Verse 16
Sheep; more advanced Christians. 

Verse 17
Peter was grieved; the thrice repeated question reminded him of his thrice repeated denial of his Lord. 

Feed; communicate spiritual instruction and take care of their souls. Acts 20:28. The most important of all qualifications for a minister of the gospel, and for the right discharge of all duties, is love to Jesus Christ; and those who possess and rightly manifest this, may expect to be rendered eminently useful to themselves and their fellow-men. 

Verse 18
Girdedst thyself; he was at liberty to go and come at pleasure. 

Stretch forth thy hands; in crucifixion. 

Gird thee; bind thee for execution. The binding, though coming before crucifixion, is named after it. 

Verse 19
Signifying; pointing out beforehand. 

Follow me; in an emphatic sense, Follow me not only as my disciple, but in my crucifixion also. No ardency of devotion to the cause of Christ, and no degree of usefulness will secure his servants from great trials, or even from violent death; but no trials will come upon them except under the direction of God, and such as will best prepare them to glorify and enjoy him. 

Verse 20
Whom Jesus loved; chap John 13:23-26. 

Verse 21
Lord, and what shall this man do? in what way shall he die? 

Verse 22
That he tarry; that he stay on the earth and not die. 

Till I come; words designedly left indefinite. Our Lord’s providential coming in the destruction of Jerusalem seems to have been referred to. 

What is that to thee? it is none of thy business, nothing about which you should concern yourself. Every man should mind his own proper business; while he should be careful not to neglect his appropriate concerns, he should be equally careful not to intermeddle with the concerns of others. 

Verse 23
Should not die; a tradition from the days of the apostles, which was not true. 

If I will that he tarry till I come; it was the business of Christ to direct with regard to the length of John’s life, and the manner of his death, and not the business of Peter. It would do him no good to be informed, and Christ would not encourage him in making useless inquiries. 

Verse 24
This is the disciple; John, the writer of this gospel. 

Verse 25
The world itself could not contain; this is a strong expression, designed to convey the idea that if all which Christ said and did were written, the books would be very many, much too numerous for the highest usefulness to men. Men may speak and write too much, even about religion. Their usefulness depends not so much on the amount of what is spoken or written, as on its fitness and propriety. "A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver." Proverbs 25:11. 

